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EVENTS  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  MRS.  MARY  YATES. 

The  following  life  of  Mrs.  Yates,  prepared  some  time  since 
for  the  Assembly’s  Magazine,  we  think  will  be  read  with  plea¬ 
sure  ;  especially  by  persons  composing  that  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  which  the  deceased  had  in  the  states  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  New-York. 

While  it  is  pleasing  to  witness  the  living  examples  of  those 
who  “  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  by  their  holy  con¬ 
versation  and  godliness,”  it  at  the  same  time  comforts  and  ani¬ 
mates  other  sojourners,  as  they  travel  through  this  vale  of  tears 
to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  “Be  ye  followers  of  them,  who 
through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises,”  is  the  apostolic 
direction.  And  as  the  light  of  such  in  many  instances,  shines  but 
a  little  while  before  they  are  removed  to  the  world  of  spirits,  it 
has  been  thought  a  commendable  desire  in  the  disciples  of  the 
Saviour,  that  those  who  have  testified  their  unfeigned  belief  of 
the  truth  and  excellence  of  his  holy  religion,  by  a  life  devoted  to 
him,  should  continue  to  speak  after  their  death.  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  it  is  now  attempted  to  record  some  events  in  the  life 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Yates;  who  departed  this  life,  in  the  pleas¬ 
ing  hope  of  a  more  perfect  enjoyment  of  her  Saviour,  on  the 
r>  1  St  of  October,  1806.  v 
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She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  David  Austin,  Esq.  of 
New-Haven,  and  was  bom  in  August,  1776.  Her  parents  were 
both  professors  of  religion. 

Every  one  who  has  a  just  view  of  religion,  as  the  “  one  thing 
needful,”  and  of  the  declaration  of  the  faithful  God,  that  he  ‘‘  shew- 
eth  mercy  unto  the  thousandth  generation  of  them  that  love  him,” 
will  know  how  to  appreciate  the  divine  favour  in  giving  her  reli¬ 
gious  parents^  Her  mother  was  removed  from  her  by  death,  in 
the  6th  year  of  her  age.  We  may  confidently  conclude,  however, 
that,  while  living,  she  had  often  led  her  infant  mind  to  the  con¬ 
templation  of  her  Saviour,  and  had  repeatedly  dedicated  her  to 
him  in  prayer.  In  the  second  marriage  of  her  fatiier,  she  was 
again  favoured  with  a  pious  and  faithful  guide  of  her  inex¬ 
perienced  years. 

The  kind  and  compassionate  disposition  of  the  subject  of 
these  memoirs  was  manifested,  as  occasions  offered,  by  a  great 
sympathy  in  the  sufferings  of  the  distressed,  and  by  exertions  to  re- 
fieve  them.  Fervent  in  her  affections,  and  faithful  in  her  friend¬ 
ships,  she  was  highly  beloved  by  her  acquaintance.  Ready  in  her 
apprehension,  and  correct  in  her  judgment,  she  improved,  to  good 
purpose,  the  opportunities  with  which  she  was  favoured,  for  ac¬ 
quiring  the  useful  and  ornamental  accomplishments.  ^  One 
thing,”  however,  like  the  naturally  amiable  youth,  Luke  xviii.  22. 
she  “  yet  lacked.” 

“  Born  in  a  world  of  guilt,  she  di*cw 
“  Contagion  with  her  breath, 

“  And,  as  her  life  advanc’d,  she  grew 
“  A  juster  prey  for  death.” 

Notwithstaixling  the  acknowledged  difference'  there  is  in  the 
natural  tempers  of  persons,  nothing,  so  fur  as  the  everlasting  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  soul  is  concerned,  can  make  up  the  loss  of  the  holy 
image  of  God ;  destroyed  in  man,  by  the  apostacy  of  our  unhap¬ 
py  race.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  in  every  child  of  Adam,  a  ra¬ 
dical  and  total  destitution  of  that  “  holiness  without  which  no 
man  shall  see  the  Lord.”  Of  this  truth,  she  was  soon  to  have  a 
deep  and  undoubting  conviction,  fi'om  her  own  painful  experi¬ 
ence,  under  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  alone  tho¬ 
roughly  “  convinceth  of  sin.” 

In  the  course  of  divine  providence,  in  which^  ‘‘  the  blind  arc 
led  in  a  way  they  know  not,  and  in  paths  that  they  have  not 
known,”  she,  in  the  early  part  of  youth,  was  removed  from  her 


V 


195 

^Kher’s  to  Elizabeth  Town,  New-Jeracy-  During  her  residence 
at  this  place,  there  was  a  revival  of  religion.  The  Lonl,  who 
knew  fmm  the  beginning  wbat  he  would  do  for  her,  and  for  ^ 
what  station  in  life  he  would  prepare  her,  was  pleased  here  to 
give  her  a  view  of  her  condition,  as  being  “  without  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world.”  A  thorough  conviction  that  her 
heart  was  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked,” 
filled  her  with  distress.  “The  commandment  came— sin  re¬ 
vived,  and  she  died,”  as  to  any  expectation  of  being  received  to 
heaven,  in  the  state  she  then  was.  This  distress  continued 
a  number  of  weeks.  Aware,  now,  of  the  deceitfulness  of  the 
heart,  slic  was  filled  with  anxiety  lest  she  shotdd  be  deluded  by 
her^s ;  lest  her  present  convictions  should  after  awhile  subside ; 
and  she  should  be  led  to  mistake  the  reverence  for  God  and  reli¬ 
gion,  which  she  had  acquired  by  education,  for  a  cordial  recon^ 
ciliation  to  him. 

After  a  season  of  distressing  anxiety,  she  obtained  a  comfort¬ 
able  hope,  and  dedicated  herself  to  God  in  Christ,  publicly  co¬ 
venanting  to  be  his,  and  humbly  professing  that  she  could  say, 
Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.”  She  still  retained,  however,  a 
jealousy  over  her  heart. 

After  a  season  of  “  peace  and  joy  in  believing,”  this  jealousy 
was  excited  afresh,  by  hearing  a  preacher  personally  unknown  to 
her,  set  forth  in  a  sermon,  some  very  high  and  enthusiastic  ex¬ 
periences  in  religion ;  representing  them  at  the  same  time  as  a 
rule  for  self-examination.  Conscious  that  she  fell  short  in  her 
experience  of  what  she  heard,  she  supposed  that  she  had  been 
taken  in  the  very  snai*e  which  she  had  feared.  “  My  heart!  my 
treacherous  heart  has  deceived  me;  all  the  steps  I  have  taken 
arc  totally  wrong,  and  all  my  hope  is  a  delusion.”  She  re¬ 
turned  from  divine  service  in  deep  distress:  and  retiring  to  a  pri- 
\Tite  ixx>ra,  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  bewailing  the  insen¬ 
sibility  and  treachery  of  her  heart,  and  imploring  his  forgiveness 
and  grace.  She  now  felt  as  she  afterwards  expressed  to  a  friend, 
like  a  criminal  hanging  at  the  horns  of  the  altar,  very  guilty, 
very  vile,  and  having  no  hope,  except  from  the  sovereign  mercy 
of  God.  Before  she  left  this  retirement,  she  had  a  view  of  the 
all-sufftciency  there  is  in  Christ,  and  felt  an  ardent  cleaving  to 
him  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners^  and  as  the  sure  and  only  refuge. 
She  again  threw  herself  upon  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  ear¬ 
nestly  praying  for  the  pardon  of  her  sins,  and  for  his  quickening 
and  sanctifying  grace. 
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J’rom  this  retirement  she  returned  much  relieved.  The  state 
of  her  mind  after  this  was  in  general  more  uniform. 

Having  vowed  to  be  the  Lord’s,  she  felt  her  devotedness  to 
him ;  and  retaining  through  life  a  sense  of  the  deceitfulness  of  the 
human  heart,  it  was  her  habitual  prayer  to  be  led  more  and 
more  to  a  knowledge  of  her’s;  and  also  of  him  who  “  searcheth 
the  hearts  and  tiieth  the  reins”  of  the  children  of  men. 

Passing  over  several  incidents  of  less  moment,  a  view  will 
next  be  taken  of  an  important  event  in  the  life  of  the  subject  of 
these  memoirs;  her  marriage,  October  8,  1797,  with  Mr.  An¬ 
drew  Yates,  then  a  candidate  for  the  gospel  ministry,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  Union  college  Schenectady ;  and  since  pastor  of  the 
first  church  in  East  Hartford. 

A  transaction  of  such  importance,  being  often  a  crisis  from 
which  the  future  happiness  or  misery  of  the  parties  is  to  be  da¬ 
ted,  can  never  be  treated  by  a  considerate,  and  especially  by  a  re¬ 
ligious  mind,  with  levity.  Her  religious  exercises,  and  some  of 
her  sentiments  relative  to  the  mutual  duties  of  the  marriage  co¬ 
venant,  may  be  learned  from  a  letter  which  she  handed  to  Mr. 
Y - on  the  day  previous  to  their  marriage.  The  following  ex¬ 

tracts  from  which  have  been  obtained. 

“ - Pardon  me,  my  dear  friend,  when  I  acknowledge  that 

my  feelings  are  incommunicable  [verbally]  even  to  you.  Though 
the  important  hour  is  fast  approaching  which  shall  unite  us  for 
life ;  yet  I  feel  my  heart  too  full  to  express  all  my  wishes  at  such 
an  important  crisis.  And  though  you  are  acquainted  with  my 
sentiments,  and  possibly  with  my  disposition,  yet,  methinks  I 
could  wish  my  heart  laid  open  more  fully  to  your  view,  that  your 
just  knowledge  of  me  might  prevent  the  least  disappointment, 
through  the  path  in  which  we  shall  shortly  solemnly  engage  to 
walk  in  love,  until  death  us  do  part.  O  my  friend,  could  I  tell 
you  what  I  am,  or  what  I  shall  be  under  crosses,  afflictions,  dis¬ 
appointments,  and  all  the  formidable  company  of  distresses, 
which  lie  in  wait  to  come  upon  us  through  this  wilderness  world, 
I  might  then  help  you  to  a  knowledge  of  myself.  But  alas!  this  I 
cannot  do.  Whatever  I  am,  this  you  will  remember,  that,  far  from 
deceiving  you  in  the  least, by  appearing  in  your  eyes  what  I  am  not, 
I  ardently  wish  my  heart  and  soul  were  open  to  you  as  the  day.  I 
am  surrounded,  not  only  with  foibles,  but  errors.  Let  your  eyes 
not  be  open  to  them  at  all  times,  and  when  you  sec  them,  reprove 
me;  but  do  it  in  such  a  way  of  kindness  that  the  manner  of  re¬ 
proof  mjay  not  wound  more  than  a  sense  of  the  fault.  Perhaps 
you  will  say  this  is  an  unnecessary  request:  I  hope  it  may  be  so, 


and  trust  it  is:  but  my  friend,  we  know  the  feelings. may  be 
wounded  for  want  of  reflection ;  such  a  wound  would  be  to  me 
beyond  expression  painful.  You  will  discover  my  many  weak¬ 
nesses,  be  faithful  in  discharging  the  duty  of  friendship.  It  is 
sometimes  a  painful  offlce ;  but  when  it  is  kindly  received,  the 
satisfaction  exceeds  the  pain. 

“  In  such  a  connexion  as  we  are  about  to  form,  there  are  a 
thousand  nameless  attentions  on  the  part  of  each  which  must  not 
be  omitted ;  and  a  thousand  little  inattentions  which  must  not  be 
too  often  or  too* nicely  observed.  The  peace  of  persons  in  this 
connexion,  I  believe,  does  as  often  depend  on  what  an  uninterest¬ 
ed  person  would  call  trifles,  as  on  greater  circumstances.  There 
is  a  certain  delicacy  and  tenderness  of  feeling  that  is  open  to  the 
least  occurrence;  and,  if  w'ounded,  proves  deeper  than  w'e  might 
at  first  be  aw^are  of.  If  such  a  wound  should  at  any  time  be  given, 
let  there  be  no  delay  on  either  side  to  heal  it ;  and  by  the  sooth¬ 
ing  language  of  affection  to  prevent  its  poisonous  effects  from 
spreading  too  far. 

“  To  say  I  wish  we  might  live  together  as  none  others  have 
done,  would  be  a  romantic  wish ;  but  to  wish  we  might  live  to¬ 
gether  as  we  ought  is  not  improper,  and  it  is  what  I  most  sin¬ 
cerely  do.  Did  I  not  hope  to  be  what  I  ought,  a  help-meet  in  spi¬ 
ritual  as  well  as  in  temporal  things,  or  were  I  to  know  that  I 
should  be  a  weight  to  hinder  you  from  running  with  diligence  the 
Christian  race,  I  would  cease  to  say  more,  and  fly  the  approaching 
union,  as  your  and  my  greatest  bane ;  but  God  grant  it  may  be 
otherwise. 

‘‘  If  I  am  not  an  assistant  in  those  important  concerns,  Oh  ! 
may  my  dull  and  feeble  spirit  never  for  a  moment  hinder  your 
progress  in  the  divine  life.  May  it  be  our  great  object  and  uni¬ 
form  endeavour  to  be  mutual  assistants  to  each  other  while 
here ;  that  when  we  have  passed  this  vale  of  tears  we  may  look 
back  with  heartfelt  satisfaction.  And  when  the  awful  hour  of  se¬ 
paration  comes,  may  religion’s  soft  hand  be  extended  to  wipe  the 
tear  from  the  eye  of  affliction,  and  her  language  sooth  the  soul. 

“  May  each  in  receiving  the  other  receive  a  blessing  which 
shall  be  resigned  when  called  for  with  this  exclamation,  “  The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.” 

•  It  pleased  God  to  continue  her  life  nine  years  after  this.  Four 
years  she  resided  at  Schenectady,  and  five  at  East- Hartford, 
greatly  beloved  and  respected  by  the  inhabitants,  and  by  her  nu¬ 
merous  acquaintance,  for  her  peculiarly  mild,  amiable,  and  be- 
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ncvolcnt  temper;  her  judiciousness,  her  sense  of  propriety, 
her  hospitality,  and  her  pious,  meek,  unassuming  deportment. 
Entertaining  an  humble  opinion  of  her  own  proficiency  in  know¬ 
ledge,  she  was  pleased  with  hearing  the  religious  conversation  of 
others ;  especially  of  those  whom  she  esteemed  for  their  piety. 
To  her  husband,  she  proved  an  helpmeet  indeed,  whom  he  often 
consulted,  but  who  forbore  to  give  her  opinion  respecting  matters 
of  importance  until  requested.  He  changed  his  situation  once, 
and  had  an  invitation  to  remove  a  second  time ;  but  she  declined 
expressing  her  opinion  or  wish  until  he  had  decided ;  observing, 
that  she  was  ready  to  go  where  God  in  his  providence  should 
direct:  when  her  husband  had  decided,  it  was  her  duty  to  accom¬ 
pany  him. 

For  some  years  before  her  death,  a  declining  health,  accom¬ 
panied  with  hectical  symptoms,  reminded  her  that  her  time  would 
probably  be  short.  Her  last  sickness  continued  nearly  eight 
months.  From  its  commencement  she  was  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  it  would  terminate  in  death ;  and  that  she  should  be 
brought  to  her  grave  through  a  long  and  tedious  scries  of  suffer¬ 
ings.  This  excited  her  to  pray  earnestly  for  divine  grace;  that 
her  mind  might  be  fortified  by  a  stedfast  reliance  on  the  strength 
of  her  Saviour,  and  that  she  might  be  enabled  patiently  to  endure 
whatever  he  should  be  pleased  to  lay  upon  her. 

With  composure  she  made  the  arrangements  necessary  for 
her  final  departure  from  her  fixmily ;  and  she  generally  conversed 
upon  the  subject  with  the  calmness  of  a  person  al>out.  to  under¬ 
take  a  journey  to  a  distant,  though  desirable  habitation.  ‘‘  God,” 
she  observed,  “  is  holy ;  his  people  in  heaven  are  like  him ;  the 
happiness  of  heaven  is  holy ;  I  therefore  desire  to  be  there.  I 
w.sh  to  see  him  as  he  is:  but  if  ever  I  enter  there,  it  must  be 
as  a  sinner  saved  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  I  know  the  sufficiency 
of  Christ,  and  rely  upon  him  alone ;  if  my  heart  does  not  de- 
ccive  me.” 

Hymns  and  passages  of  scripture  committed  to  memory  in 
her  youth,  were  now  of  great  service  by  furnishing  her  with  sub¬ 
jects  for  very  agreeable  and  improving  meditation.* 


*  This  is  a  practice  strongly  recommended  by  the  experience  of 
thousands  of  tlie  children  of  God.  Besides  the  general  reason  which 
always  exists  for  enriching  the  mind  w  ith  divine  knowledge,  there  is  this 
additional  motive  for  committing  to  memory  select  pieces  vvliich  are  sen¬ 
timental  and  pious;  and  especially,  “the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
teacheth;”that  hereby  an  invaluable  treasure  is  laid  up  in  store,  against 
the  time  tvhen  the  person  from  whatever  cause  is  deprived  of  the  privi- 
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'  Though  generaily*  poweuing  her  soul  in  sweet  serenity,  and 
calm  patient  resignation;  yet  there  were  times  when  she  was 
agitated  with  fears  lest  her  patience  should  fail  under  accumu¬ 
lated  and  long  continued  distress.  These  fears  she  endeavoured 
to  allay  by  a  consideration  of  the  power  and  faithfulness  of  her 
Saviour,  and  usually  succeeded.  On  one  of  these  occasions,  she 
thus  addressed  her  brother.  ^  You  remember  my  dedication  to 
God,  and  1  know  he  is  able  to  keep  what  1  have  committed  to 
him.” 

There  were  times  also  when  a  sense  of  unworthiness  and 
apprehensions  lest  her  heart  should  after  all  deceive  her,  inter¬ 
posed  for  a  season,  a  dark  cloud  between  God  and  her  soul.  At 
such  times  it  is  very  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  best  mean  of  i*e- 
lief,  and  that  which  almost  universally  succeeded,  was  a  plain  and 
simple  enumeration  by  some  intelligent  person,  of  the  peculiarities^ 
of  the  Christian  doctrines,  such  as  the  covenant  of  redemption ; 
free,  sovereign  grace ;  the  atonement  made  by  God  our  Saviour” 
on  the  cross ;  the  provision  made  for  the  special  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  by  which  the  ^nner  is  “  created  anew  in  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  the  resurrection  of  the  saints  in  the  image  of  God ;  the 
holy  services  and  disinterested  enjoyments  of  heaven ;  and  the 
pleasure  that  will  be  derived  from  the  deep  humility,  and  the 
ardent,  pious  affections  of  the  happy  inhabitants  towards  God  and 
each  other,  that  will  there  prevail  without  end. 

On  the'  morning  before  her  death,  she  directed  her  children 
(three  lovely  sons)  to  be  called  to  her.  They  approached  her  one 
after  another.  The  natural  affections  which  are  not  extinguished 
in  the  breast  of  a  virtuous  parent  till  nature  is  dissolved,  now  put 
in  their  last  claim  for  indulgence.  They  were  indulged  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  ^  O  my  son  1”  said  she,  taking  the  hand  of  the  eldest.  A 

lege  of  reading,  or  is  in  deep  affliction  and  temptation.  “  Trouble  and 
anguish,  saith  the  psalmist,  have  taken  hold  on  me;  yet  thy  command*, 
ments  are  my  delight.  Uphold  me  according  unto  thy  word,  that  I  may 
live.  Unless  thy  laws  had  been  my  delight,  I  should  then  have  perished 
in  mine  affliction.  I  will  never  forget  thy  precepts,  for  with  them  thou 
hast  quickened  me.  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliction.  Thy  testimonies 
are  my  counsellors.  Let  thy  salvation  come  unto  me  O  Lord,  even  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  word:  so  shall  I  have  wherewith  to  answer  him,  [Satan, 
Rev.  xii.  lO.j  that  reproacheth  me.  I  love  thy  commandments  above 
gold,  yea,  above  fine  gold.”  “The  children  of  this  world”  anxiously  trea¬ 
sure  up  w’calth  against  the  time  (they  say)  of  sickness  or  old  age.  Let 
“  the  children  of  light”  be  admonished  that  “  the  law  of  the  mouth  of 
their  Saviour  is  better  than  gold  or  silver.”  Lay  up  this  treasure  there¬ 
fore  diligently,  while  the  faculties  of  body  and  mind  are  unimpaired. 
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mother’s  tendemes  beamed  in  her  emaciated '  countenance ;  a 
mother’s  prayer  was  offered  to  a  faithful  covenant  God,  to  whom 
they  had  been  dedicated.  Her  soul  hovered  for  a  moment  over 
these  dear  objects  of  her  earthly  care;  but  the  eternal. scene  just 
before  her,  soon  re-occupied  her  mind;  she  bid  a  last  adieu  to  her 
babes,  and  with  them,  to  the  exerciscj  of  the  natural  affections, 
which,  though  so  necessary  and  so  lovely  in  this  life,  are  forever 
to  cease  when  the  spirit  has  passed  into  that  world,  “  where  they 
neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage;  but  are  as  the  angels 
of  Gotl.”  Her  children  and  friends,  she  observed,  were  in  the 
Lord’s  hands,  and  she  could  without  distrust  leave  them  all  with 
him . 

She  discerned  the  symptoms  of  approaching  death  as  soon  as 
any  who  were  present,  and  spake  of  them  witli  composure. 

Towards  the  close  of  life,  the  paroxysms  of  distress  became 
more  frequent.  In  one  of  these,  she  observed,  “  I  expect  the 
phlegm  in  my  thix>at  will  presently  stmnglc  me,  and  I  shall  sleep 
in  Jesus.” 

In  another,  she  expressed  an  ardent  desire  to  depart ;  but  ad¬ 
ded,  “  God’s  time  is  the  best  time;  and  I  hope  I  shall  with  pa¬ 
tience  wait  for  it.”  In  the  midst  of  another  which  continued  for  a 
long  time  and  was  very  distressing,  she  inquired  of  her  husband, 
“Do  you  suppose  this  is  the  hour?”  He  replied,  “  God  only 
“  knows.*^  “  True,”  she  rejoined,  “  he  knows,  and  thatis  enough.” 
When  the  last,  the  fatal  paroxysm  seized  her,  sensible  of  her  con¬ 
dition,  and  appearing  to  be  filled  with  great  joy  in  the  prospect, 
she  lifted  up  her  eyes  and  hands  towards  heaven,  till  her  hands 
fell,  her  eyes  wei*e  set,  and  her  countenance  was  fixed  in  death. 

Reader — Are  you  a  parent?  Meditate  solemnly  upon  the 
trust  which  providence  has  committed  to  your  care ;  a  trust,  the 
adequate  value  of  which,  no  created  being  can  estimate.  Together 
with  your  trust,  God  has  put  into  your  hands  your  instructions. 
Consider  what  he  demands  from  you. 

“It  is  required  in  stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faithful.” 
Remember  “  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wisdom  in  the  grave.”  “  Lay  to  your  heart,  that  the  time  is 
short with  you,  it  may  be  very  short.  Soon  the  lime  arrives 
wdien  you  bid  the  last  adieu  to  those  who  have  been  under  your 
care,  and  you  look  forward  with  the  trembling  expectation  of 
standing  in  the  presence  of  your  Judge,  to  “  give  an  account  of 
your  stewardship.  In  this  trying  hour,  it  affords  a  consolation 
w'hich  no  language  can  describe,  to  be  able  to  say,  with  deep  hu¬ 
mility  indeed,  yet  with  the  testimony  of  an  approving  con¬ 
science,  “  I  have  been  faithful.” 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  DISCUSSIONS. 
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THE  SINNERS*  FRIEND. 

ThU  Man  recerveth  SinnerB,  Luke,  xv.  2. 

Were  all  the  celebrated  sayings  of  the  g^at  sages  of  antiqui¬ 
ty,  and  all  the  harmonious  tunes  and  enchanting  airs  that  ever 
charmed  the  ear  and  animated  the  heart  collected  together,  not 
one  of  the  former  would  appear  so  important,  nor  one  of  the  latter 
so  melodious  to  the  soul  that  divine  grace  has  made  sensible  of 
its  true  condition,  as  the  short  sentence  now  before  us.  Little  did 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  think,  when  they  scornfully  spake  thus 
of  our  dear,  but  despised.  Redeemer,  that  they  were  bearing  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  very  design  and  purport  of  his  mission  into  our 
world,  and  publishing  that  glorious  trutli  which  should  rejoice  the 
heart  of  the  humble  penitent  in  all  ages,  and  prove  the  brighest 
jewel  in  the  Saviour’s  crown !  ^Come,  my  fellow  culprit,  whoever 

thou  art  that  standest  condemned  at  the  bar  of  conscience,  of  hav- 

% 

ing  violated  the  divine  law,  and  become  obnoxious  to  the  just 
wrath  of  heaven,  come,  and  let  us  try  if  we  can  suck  a  little  of  the 
honey  and  milk,  which  this  encouraging  portion  of  scripture  is 
calculated  to  afford. 

“  This  man  receivetb  sinners.”  What  man  ?  the  God-man 
Christ  Jesus :  he  who  was  the  delight  of  his  eternal  Father,  brought 
up  with  him,  and  continually  before  him,  long  ere  the  worlds  were 
framed,  or  angels  or  men  had  received  their  existence  or  their 
name  (a).  He  who,  being  the  fellow  or  equal  of  his  Father  (S) ; 
the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person 
(c);  the  mighty  God,  and  Father  of  eternity  (</) ;  God  over  all, 
blessed  for  ever  (r) ;  the  j^//2Aa  and  Omega^  the  first  and  the  last 
(/);  who  having  created  all  things,  both  in  heaven  and  earth, 
for  himself  (^),  and  upholding  them  all  by  the  word  of  his  power 
(A),  did  yet  condescend  to  take  upon  him  the  nature  of  man  (i) 
and  the  form  of  a'servant  (A:);  to  be  made  of  a  woman  (/);  and 
born  into  our  world  of  sin  and  sorrow  (m);  and  by  thus  uniting 
the  human  nature  to,  or  (as  it  were)  engrafting  it  upon  the  Divine, 


(a)  Prov.  viii.  22.  31. 

{b)  Zech.  xiii.  7.  John,  x.  30. 
(c)  Heb.  i.  3. 

{d)  Isa.  ix.  6. 

(e)  Rom.  ix.  5. 

(/)Rev.i.  11. 


(g)  Col.  i.  16. 

(A)  Heb.  L  3. 

(i)  Heb.  ii.  16. 

\k)  Phil.  ii.  7. 

(/)  Gal.  iv.  4. 

(m)  Isa.  ix.  6.  Matt.  i.  25. 
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to  become  Immanuel,  God  with  us  (n);  God  in  Christ  reconciling 
the  world  unto  himself  (o).  This  is  the  glorious  Person;  the  God- 
man,  Mediator,  of  whom  it  is  said  he  receiveth  sinners.  Is  it  de- 
manded  for  what  purpose  docs  he  receive  them?  What  does  he 
mean  to  do  for  them?  We  reply  in  his  own  words,  and  those  of 
his  holy  Spirit:  To  save  tliem  from  their  sins  (/i);  to  redeem 
them  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  having  himself  been  made  a  curse 
for  them  (y);  ta  give  them  repentence  and  forgiveness  of  sins  (r); 
to  afford  rest  to  their  weary  consciences  (^«);  to  reconcile  them  to 
his  Father  (^);  to  screen  them  from  all  condemnation  (u);  to 
secure  to  them  eternal  life  (jt);  to  give  them  the  victory  over  all 
their  enemies  (y) ;  to  guide,  and  guard,  and  supply  them,  all 
the  while  they  travel  through  the  wilderness  (z):  and,  finally,  to 
receive  them  to  himself,  and  give  them  a  share  of  his  own  joy,  and 
a  crown  of  ^ory  in  the  world  to  come  (a). 

But,  perhaps,  some  poor  self-convicted  soul  may  say,  “  These 
are  rich  blessings,  indeed !  but  for  whom  are  they  provided?  What 
sinners  are  they  whom  Christ  receives?"  Ah,  my  brother,  my 
sister,  the  reply  to  this  question  leads  us  to  the  sweetest  part  of 
the  passage  we  are  considering !  its  brightest  glory  is  that  it  con¬ 
tains  no  limitation ;  if  it  did,  you  and  I  might  justly  despair  of  re¬ 
ception,  but  Christ  Jesus  restrains  not  his  benevolence  to  sinners 
of  any  age,  sex,  country,  or  complection :  he  receiveth  all  sinners 
who  are  made  willing  to  come  to  him.  The  first  lesson,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  which  the  Spirit  of  God  teaches^  is  a  feeling  sense  of  the 
soul’s  vileness,  misery,  and  utter  helplessness,  and  its  consequent 
need  of  a  Saviour :  and  where  this  is  once  seen,  there  is  every 
ground  of  encouragement,  but  not  one  of  hesitation  or  doubt. 
Our  gracious  Lord  has,  again  and  again,  invited  thee  to  come  to 
him  that  thou  mayest  obtain  pardon,  peace,  and  everlasting  life  (A). 
He  has  promised  that  “  whosoever  coraeth  to  him  he  will  in  nowise 
cast  out”  (c);  and  that  “  those  who  believe  on  him  shall  never 
perish,  but  have  eternal  life”  (c/).  What  then  is  it  that  prevents 
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thee  from  flying  to  his  arms?  Dost  thou  doubt  his  ability  to  save? 
How  canst  thou  do  this,  and  yet  profess  to  believe  the  Scriptures? 
Do  they  not  bear  ample  testimony  to  his  divinity?  And  are  not  all 
things  possible  with  God  (e)?  Do  they  not  declare  that  all  power 
is  given  tinto  him,  a  Mediator,  both  in  heaven  and  earth  (y* )? 
That  he  is  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  for  this  very  pur¬ 
pose;  to  give  repentance,  and  forgiveness  of  sins  (j^)?  That  his 
name  is  above  every  name  ;  and  to  him  every  knee  must  bow, 
and  every  tongue  confess,  whether  in  heaven  or  on  earth  (A)? 
And  that  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  very  uttermost  all  who  come 
unto  God  by  him  («)?  Dost  thou  believe  his  power,  but  question 
his  willingness  to  save  thee?  O  how  canst  thou  wrong  him  so  much! 
Was  not  this  the  very  end  he  had  in  view  when  he  submitted  to 


five  for  three-and-thirty  yeai*s  a  suffering  life,  and  then  die  an  ig¬ 
nominious  and  painful  death  (X:)?  Are  the  invitations,  the  expos¬ 
tulations,  the  promises  which  are  so  profusely  scattered  through 
every  part  of  his  word  insufficient  te  convince  thee?  Then  behold 
his  tears !  see  him  weeping  over  the  sinners  of  Jerusalem,  and 
bemoaning  their  obstinate  rejection  of  him,  and  the  destruction 
this  would  speedily  bring  upon  them  (/).  There  ai*e  few  bosoms 
so  callous  as  to  be  unaffected  when  they  behold  floods  of  sorrow  '  ^ 

trinkling  down  a  manly  cheek;  and  can  thine  remain  indifferent 
to  a  Saviour’s  grief?  If  it  does,  let  me  lead  thee  to  Gethsemane’s 
gloomy  garden:  there  view  his  agony  and  sweat  of  blood!  see  how  ^ 
the  crimson  perspiration,  in  a  cold  frosty  night  gushes  from  every  ^ 
pore,  and  then  say  whether  he  is  willing  to  save  those  for  whom  he 
.endured  sufferings  like  these!  Will  not  all  this  do?  Come  then 
to  Calvary's  awful  foot;  look  up,  and  behold  that  Cross;  who  is  it 
they  have  just  suspended  there?  It  is  Jesus!  the  Prince  of  life  and 
glory,  thus  barbarously  crucified  by  the  croatures  who  owe  to  him 
their  existence  and  their  all!  Behold  how  the  blood  flows  in  copi¬ 
ous  streams  from  his  pierced  hands!  his  mangled  feet!  his  lacerat¬ 
ed  back!  observe  his  pallid  countenance!  his  eyes  sunk  in  their 
sockets,  and  just  about  to  close  in  death  1  He  cries,  It  is  finished!'* 
and  reclines  his  languid  head.  But  hark!  he  says  something  else; 

“  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do!”  Lo,  he  || 
expires :  and  has  he  left  thee  still  unconvinced?  What,  hast  thou  be¬ 


held  his  tears,  his  agonies,  and  flowing  blood?  hast  thou  attend¬ 
ed  to  his  dying  cries,  and  heard  him  pray  even  for  his  muixlerers, 

C ej  Matt.  xix.  26.  fi J  Heb.  vii.  25. 

Matt,  xxviii.  18.  fkj  Matt.  x.  28.  2  Cor.  viil.  9. 
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and  dost  thou  yet  ask  if  he  is  willing  to  save?  O  ISe  not  so  ungrate¬ 
ful!  Think,  with  the  late  excellent  Colonel  Gardener,  that  thou 
hearest  him  saying  to  thee,  O  sinner,  have  I  suffered  all  this 
for  thee,  and  are  these  thy  returns!”  Fly  to  him;  fall  at  his  feet; 
and  he  will  give  thee  a  hearty  welcome :  his  bowels  already  yearn 
over  thee.  Himself  has  answered  that  very  question,  what  sinners 
he  receives?  And  he  is  ready  to  receive  thee ;  he  cannot,  he  will  not 
cast  thee  out.  But,  perhaps,  thou  art«  saying,  “  0!  But  I  am 
such  a  great  sinner!  I  have  rebelled  against  him  so  long!  he  will 
not,  surely,  he  will  not  have  mercy  upon  me!”  Yes,  he  will;  he 
excludes  none,  however  enormous  their  crimes;  witness  a  mur¬ 
derous  Manassah  (m),  a  vile  Magdalen  (n),  and  a  persecuting 
Saul  (o)!  Nay,  the  more  flagitious  is  thy  guilt,  the  more  will  his 
mercy  be  exalted  in  its  pardon.  David  makes  this  very  circum  - 
stance  a  plea  why  God  should  have  mercy,  For  thy  name’s  sake 
pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  great”  (/i).  God  himself  invites 
sinners  of  a  scarlet  and  crimson  dye  to  come  and  reason  with  him, 
and  promises  them  forgiveness  (y).  If  thou  art  a  great  sinner, 
remember  for  thy  comfort,  that  Christ  is  a  great  Saviour;  and 
thine  iniquities  cannot  rise  so  high,  but  what  his  blood  can  over¬ 
flow  and  drown  them  all  (r).  But  another  may  say,  “  All  this  I 
know  to  be  true;  I  have  experienced  the  Saviour’s  compassion,  and 
for  a  while  rejoiced  in  a  sweet  sense  of  his  forgiving  love;  but 
alas!  I  am  a  vile  backslider!  I  have  forsaken  my  Lord,  and  turned 
back  like  the  dog  to  his  vomit,  or  the  sow  that  was  washed,  to 
her  wallowing  in  the  mire!  I  have  sinned  against  light  and  know¬ 
ledge,  brought  disgrace  upon  the  gospel,  and  crucified  the  Son  of 
God  afresh!  and  sure  there  can  be  no  hope  for  me!  O  stop!  let  not 
the  enemy  thus  drive  thee  on  to  despair!  Thy  guilt,  indeed,  is 
great;  and  great  must  be  thy  repentance;  yet  if  even  now  thou 
art  desirous  to  return,  thy  God  is  ready  with  open  arms  to  meet 
and  embrace  his  poor  prodigal  («).  Hear  how  tenderly  he  invites 
thee  back,  declares  himself  married  to  thee,  ahd  promises  thee  free 
forgiveness  (0* 

But,  methinks,  I  hear  some  one  crying,  “  O  but  it  is  only 
elect  sinners  whom  he  invites!  I  long  to  come  to  him;  but  who 
can  assure  me  that  I  am  elected?”  Ah,  my  fellow  immortal,  this 
is  a  snare  of  the  grand  adversary  to  keep  thee  from  Christ:  but 

(m J  2  Chron.  xxxiii. 
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but  hearken  not  to  his  sophistry;  leave  thou  this  to  God;  secret 
things  belong  to  him,  but  those  that  are  revealed,  to  us  arid  our 
children  forever  (u).  If  thou  art  convinced  of  thy  need  of  Christ, 
and  made  willing  to  be  saved  by  him  in  his  owii  way,  and  to  give 
him  all  the  glory  of  thy  salvation,  be  assured  that  this  disposition 
is  wrought  in  thee  by  his  own  Spirit,  and  thou  has  the  fullest  war¬ 
rant  to  come  to  him  (by  which  we  mean  a  believing  the  scrip¬ 
tural  testimony  concerning  him;  a  receiving  him  in  all  his  offices, 
as  thy  Saviour,  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King:  and  a  casting  thy  soul, 
and  all  its  concerns  into  his  hands)  and  to  believe  that  he  is  more 
willing  to  communicate  all  the  blessings  of  the  new  covenant  to 
thee,  than  thou  art  to  accept  of  them. 

But  should  this  feeble  essay  be  honoured  with  the  perus^  of  any 
who,  like  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  suppose  themselves  too  vir¬ 
tuous,  too  good  to  associate  with  the  characters  we  have  been  ad¬ 
dressing,  and  come  to  Christ  in  the  way  we  have  been  describing, 
we  must  take  leave  to  observe  to  them  that  he  receiveth  none  but 
sinners;  he  has  declared  that  the  whole  need  not  the  physician,  but 
those  who  are  sick;  and  that  he  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
^nners  to  repentance  (x).  If  then  you  choose  to  reject  him  and 
his  salvation,  and  to  find  your  way  to  heaven  by  the  merit  of  your 
own  performances,  we  must  bid  you  farewel.  But,  O  consider, 
we  entreat  you  to  consider  well,  whether  you  dare  to  put  the 
matter  upon  this  issue,  to  meet  the  heart-searching  God  upon 
this  ground?  What!  have  you  never  either,  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed  broken  the  divine  law?  Surely,  your  consciences  testify 
that  you  have!  and,  if  you  have,  even  in  one  single  instance,  you  are 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  whole  law  (y) ;  and  remember,  the  com¬ 
mandments  ©f  God  are  exceeding  broad,  and  reach  even  to  the 
thoughts  and  desires  of  the  heart  (z);  nor  is  there  any  way  by 
which  a  sinner  can  come  to  the  Father  but  through  Christ 
alone  (a). 

O  give  up  then,  every  hope  of  self-justification;  and  fly  for 
refuge  to  that  only,  that  glorious  hope  set  before  you  in  the  gos¬ 
pel!  So  will  we  joyfully  unite  with*  you  on  earth,  with  a  comfort¬ 
able  expectation  of  joining  together  in  heaven  in  an  ascription  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Man  who  receiveth  sinners! 

Evan.  Mag. 
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ON  THE 'EXCUSES  FOR  NEGLBCTING  THE  LORd’s  SUPPER. 
extract  from  the  Devout  Communicant* a  JiaaUtant, 
[Concluded  from  fiage  170.] 

To  commemorate  a  great  obligation  suitably  or  worthily,  im¬ 
plies  a  grateful  sense  of  it,  and  a  conduct  agreeable  thereto.  If  an 
impenitent  sinner,  who  is  going**  on  wilfully  in  his  trespasses, 
come  to  the  Lord’s  table,  without  any  serious  sense  of  the  good¬ 
ness  of  God  in  sending  his  Son  into  this  world ;  or  of  the  love  of 
Christ,  in  dying  for  our  sins ;  and  without  any  purpose  of  amend¬ 
ment  of  life;  this  man,  by  coming  to  the  sacrament,  really  con¬ 
demns  himself:  for  by  this  outward  profession  he  owns  his  sub¬ 
jection  to  Christ,  and  obligations  to  live  answerably  to  his  death, 
while,  at  heart,  he  has  no  such  intention.  The  conduct  of  such  a 
person  is  like  that  of  a  man  who  is  an  enemy  to  his  prince,  and 
secretly  carrying  on  treason  or  conspiracy  against  him;  yet,  to 
qualify  himself  for  an  office,  publicly  swears  oaths  of  obedience  and 
allegiance  to  him.  All  the  world  would  esteem  such  a  one  per¬ 
jured  and  self-condemned. 

But  we  may  affirm,  with  the  greatest  certainty,  that  no  serious 
person,  who  sincerely  wished,  and  endeavoured  to  communicate 
worthily,  could  communicate  unworthily.  For  God  accepteth  a 
man  according  to  what  he  hath.  For  even  when  one  who  has 
formerly  been  a  stranger  to  religion,  comes  to  the  Lord’s  table 
with  sorrrow  and  contrition  for  sin,  sincere  purposes  of  after 
amendment,  and  of  living  answerably  to  the  death  of  Chnst ; 
though  his  religion  go  no  farther,  at  present,  than  honest  pur¬ 
pose  and  intention,  he  communicates  worthily. 

Every  one  who  sincerely  repents  of  his  past  transgressions, 
and  carefully  endeavours  to  bring  his  heart  and  life  in  conformity 
to  the  gospel  covenant,  is  within  the  terms  of  mercy ;  and  when 
he  comes  to  the  holy  sacrament,  in  obedience  to  the  command¬ 
ment  of  Christ,  as  a  mean  of  his  improvement  in  holiness; 
though  he  be  not  purified  to  tliat  degree  that  he  could  wish,  yet 
may  be  perfectly  secure,  that  he  cannot,  in  any  sehse,  be  said  to 
eat  or  drink  unworthily,  so  as  to  ‘‘  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  the  Lord,”  or  “  eat  and  drink  condemnation  to  himself.” 

Unworthy  communicating  must  have  been  a  deliberate  and 
wilful  sin,  not  a  sin  of  infirmity;  otherwise  it  had  never  been  so 
severely  punished,  as  it  was  among  the  Corinthians,  with  diseases, 
bodily  afflictions,  and  death. 

And  it  ought  never  to  be  forgot,  that,  whatever  was  meant  by 
recording  the  guilt  and  danger  of  unworthy  communicating,  the 
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Apostle  could  not  have  intendedy  by  it>  to  terrify  any  person  from 
coming  to  the  Lord’s  supper,  but  only  to  make  men  more  cir* 
cumspect  in  their  approaches  to  it :  For,  in  the  very  next  words, 
cdter  he  has  spoke  of  being  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Lord,”  he  adds,  ^  but  let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  so  let  him 
“  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  that  cup.”  * 

The  sum  of  what  hath  been  said  amounts  to  thist  The  obli* 
gallons  that  lie  on  us  to  perform  t^is  duty  are  indispensable;  the  | 

objections  offered  for  habitually  neglecting  the  sacrament  are  in- 
sufRcient  and  ill  founded :  It  follows,  therefore,  that  every  one 
who  professes  to  believe  the  gospel  of  Christ,  ought  to  have  such 
a  measure  of  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  religion,  particularly 
of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  and  live  so  becom¬ 
ing  his  profession,  as  Christ’s  disciple,  that  he  may  be  in  a  condi¬ 
tion,  when  called  on,  to  come  to  the  Lord’s  table ;  otherwise  he 
is  living  in  the  habitual  neglect  of  the  commandment  of  Christ, 
and  is  a  wilful  sinner. 

The  doubts  and  fears  whic  a  often  distress  {hous  persons,  in  the 
prospect  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  are  generally  either  owing  to  their 
own  timorous  dispositions,  or  to  too  rigid  and  severe  notions  of 
this  institution,  which  they  have  learned  from  their  teachers. 

For,  were  the  excuses  on  their  part  rightly  understood,  as  such 
persons  are  sincere  in  their  wishes  to  improve  in  faith  and  holi¬ 
ness,  and  comfort  of  the  spirit,  though  it  may  be  true  that  there 
are  things  wrong  in  their  tempers,  which  they  earnestly  desire  to 
be  amended ;  this  is  by  no  means  a  reason  for  leaving  off,  but 
rather  for  continuing  in  their  pious  attendance  on  this  duty ;  and 
a  very  necessary  mean  of  promoting  that  very  end,  which  they 
have  so  much  at  heart.  I  may,  with  great  truth,  add,  for  the 
comfort  of  such  people,  that  these  very  doubts  and  fears  about 
the  state  of  their  souls,  with  which  they  are  often  distressed,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  a  proof  that  they  are  bad  men,  are  rather  marks 
of  a  tender  conscience,  of  a  care  to  approve  themselves  to  God, 
and  of  sincere  concern  for  their  own  salvation.  For  bad  men  arc 
seldom  pressed  with  such  difficulties :  If,  at  any  time,  any  alarm 
of  the  dzuiger  of  their  sinful  courses  attack  them,  like  Felix  of 
old,  though  it  may  make  them  tremble,  they  are  ready  to  stifle 
the  convicUon,  and  shift  it  off  to  a  more  convenient  season. 

It  is  not  now  necessary,  neither  was  it  any  part  of  the  design 
of  this  discourse,  to  enter  particularly  into  an  examination  of  the . 
reasons,  why  Christians  separate  communion  one  from  another. 
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The  rulers  of  the  church  of  Rome  have,  indeed,  made  it  im¬ 
possible  for  us  to  join  in  communion  with  them ;  for,  by  an 
amazing  stroke  of  authority,  they  have  taken  away  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  one  half,  and  that  very  essential,  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  the  Cupj 
the  representation  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  That  church  has  also 
affixed  barbarous  and  idolatrous  notions  to  the  bread  (or  wafer) 
the  memorial  of  the  broken  body  of  Christ. 

The  case  is  very  different  among  Protestants:  As  they  have 
not  assigned  any  meaning  to  any  part  of  our  Lord’s  supper,  uix>n 
which  they  all  (especially  of  this  Island)  are  not  agreed,  I  can  sec 
little  reason  why  a  good  man,  when  he  has  not  access  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  those  with  whom  he  usually  assembles,  may  not  par¬ 
take  of  the  Lord’s  supper  with  those  Protestants  with  whom  he 
can,  at  that  time,  most  conveniently  meet,  rather  than  neglect  an 
opportunity  of  “  showing  forth  the  Lord’s  death  till  he  come.” 
Even  though  such  a  person  should  declare,  that  he  retains  affec¬ 
tion  to  the  church  and  forms  in  which  he  has  been  educated,  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  any  other  society  of  Protestants  should  refuse 
to  receive  him  to  partake  with  them  of  our  Lord’s  supper. 

I  am  fully  persuaded,  if  the  disputes  which  have  happened 
about  smaller  matters  in  religion  had  been  conducted  with  more 
of  the  spirit  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  there  might  have  been, 
at'  this  day,  more  generous  terms  of  communion  in  the  Christian 
church.  For,  as  holding  relation  to  the  head,  all  that  love  Christ 
in  sincerity  have  communion  one  with  another,  whether  they  sit 
at  the  same  table  or  not. 

How  distressful  is  it  to  think,  that  this  solemn  oixlinance,  in¬ 
stituted  by  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in  commemoration  of  the  most- 
amazing  instance  of  goodness  and  benevolence  ever  heard  of 
among  the  sons  of  men,  should  have  been  perverted  to  the  pur- 
ix>ses  of  strife  and  animosity,  to  widen  the  smaller  differences  in 
opinion  among  his  followers,  rather  than  to  unite  their  hearts  in 
level  Would  it  not  have  been  far  more  consistent  with  the  spirit 
of  the  gospel,  to  have  improved  this  feast  of  love  as  a  means  of 
enlarging  our  hearts  with  friendly  and  benevolent  affections  one 
to  another,  as  we  are  all  “  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of 
‘‘  the  household  of  God?”  as  it  is  promised,  in  the  days  of  the 
Messiah,  that  those  who  had  long  lived  in  animosities  like  the 
children  of  Israel  and  Judah,  should  foi’get  their  quarrels,  and 
unite  together  in  “  saying,  Come,  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the 
Lord,  in  a  perpetual  covenant  never  to  be  forgotten.”* 

*  Jer.  1.  5. 
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t>  1  intending,  from  what  I  have  said  oh  this  heaid, 

t4cast  any  uniMehdiy  rejection  on  the  rules  and  good  order  of  tlyj 
Protestant  churches.  Creat  respect  is  due  to  these  things,  when 
they  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  word  of.  God,  the  rights  of 
consciencei'or  the  p^e  of  human  society.  In  experience,  these 
rules  and  forttw’havc  been  the  means  of  promoting  religion.  A 
person  who  nBteives'  a  ministry  in  the  church  comes  under  the 
most  solemn  obligations  to  observe  and  maintain  them.  It  can  be 
no  surprise,  if  those  who,  from  education  and  habit,  have  been 
accustomed  to  listen  to  one  side,  should  be  attached  to. the  forms 
of  one  part  of  the*  Christian  church  more  than  to  another.  Men 
of  eminent  understanding  have  thought  themselves  obliged  zea¬ 
lously  tp  defend  these  things,  as  connected  with  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty 'and,  while  they  mixed  no  bitterness  or  unchari¬ 
tableness  with  their  defence,  their  conduct  merited  commenda¬ 
tion. 

But  it  is  fit  always  to  remember,  that  these  things  are  matter 
of  order,  necessary  and  useful;  but  not  essential,  or  terms  of  sal¬ 
vation:  Aiid  considering  the  spirit  of  the  present  age,  that  infi¬ 
delity  and  indifference  to  all  religion  are  the  great  threatening 
diseases,  the’  disciples  of  Christ  should,  in  heart  and  affection, 
unite  among  themselves;  and  be  careful  that  their  divisions  and 
animosities  g^ve  no  advantage  to  the  common  enemy  to  cast  re¬ 
proach  on  them,  or  weaken  the  interest  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
This  would  be  a  conduct  suitable  to  the  ^children  of  the  same 
family,  and  servants ^f  the  same  Lord;  proving,  that  though 
there  are  diverVsities  of  gifts,  it  is  the  same  Spirit;  differences  of 
administrations,  but  the  same  Lord ;  diversities  of  operations,  but 
it  is  the  same  God  which  worketh  all  in  all. 

Such  >  was  the  primitive  and  apostolical  communion  among 
the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ ;  and  what  blessed  effects  did 
this  product  ^  what  a  spirit  of  universal  benevolence  did  then 
prevail  in' the  churches?  They  sent,  upon  eveiy  occasion,  boun¬ 
teous  supplies  to  their  necessitous  brethren  at  a  distance,  and  af¬ 
fectionate,  ardent,  good  wishes  for  each  other’s  prosperity,  in  the 
epistles  to  all  the 'churches.  Although  they  might,  in  smaller 
matters,  differ  in  opinion  from  one  another ;  yet  they  maintained 
‘‘  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.”  For  the  multitude 
of  them  who  truly  believed,  and  obeyed  the  gospel,  ^  were  of  one 
heart,  and  one  soul,  neither  said  any  of  them,  that  aught  of  the 
things  which  he  possessed,  was  his  own ;  but  they  had  all 
‘‘  things  xommon,  and  with  great  power  gave  the  Apostles  wit- 
‘‘  ness,  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus ;  and  g^rcat  grace  was  upon 
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‘‘them  all.”*  By  these  means,  in  early  days,  idueithurches  of 
Christ  were  edihed;  and,  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and* 
“  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  multiplied l 

What  has  been  said  on  the  terms  of  communion,  may  be 
thought  by  some  good,  men  liable  to  one  objection,  That  su^h> 
generous  or  open  sentiments  professed  toward  those  who  differ 
from  us,  will  be  in  danger  of  being  abused  by  the  most  unchari¬ 
table  of  them,  to  harden  them  in  their  censorious  and  uncharitable 
dispositions ;  like  a  concession,  that  others  judge  them  in  the 
right,  though  they  themselves  condemn  every  body  that  differs 
from  them,  as  being  in  the  wrong,  and  in*  no  safe  condition. 

This  is  the  improvement  which  the  church  of  Rome  makes 
of  the  charity  maintained  towards  them  by  protestants.  They . 
employ  it  as  an  argument  to  pervert  unwary  people  to  Popery, 
from  this  consideration,  that  Protestants  allow,  that  men  may  be 
saved  in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  but  they  deny, 
that  we  (Protestants)  can  be  saved;  and  therefore  allege,  that 
men  are  safer  on  tlie  side  where  there  is  some  charity  for  them, 
than  on  that  side  for  which  there  is  none.  The  candid  reply  is, 
That  charity  itself,  and  the  best  things,  may  be  pci*verted  to  a 
wrong  pu^'pose ;  even  the  doctrine  of  the  grace  of  God  has  been  - 
turned  to  lasciviousness.  But,  if  charity  be  a  mark  given  by  Christ 
lumself,  whereby  all  men  shall  know  his  disci  pies,  t  any  sect  void 
of  it  has  little  claim  to  the  name  of  Christian.  The  fate  of  the 
vain  ostentatious  pharisee,  compared  to  the  bumble  publican, 
shows  us  of  what  account  men  are  in  the  sight  of  God,  who 
esteem  themselves  righteous,  and  despise  others :  they,  and  their 
services,  are  an  abomination  before  him. 

Besides  this,  the  supper  of  our  Lord  is  his  own  table ;  he 
alone  can  establish  the  terms  of  admission  to  it.  No  man,  or 
church,  or  society  of  men,  by  whatever  name  they  may  call  them¬ 
selves,  have  any  i^ower  to  make  any  thing  a  term  of  admission  to 
the  Lord’s  table,  or  a  ground  of  exclusion  from  it,  which  Christ 
himself  hath  not  authorised.  Ministers  of  the  gospel  are  only 
servants  of  Christ,  and  dare  not  shut  the  kingdom  of  God  against 
any  man  whom  their  great  Lord  and  Master  admits  to  it.  What 
is  here  said  on  the  terms  of  communion,  seems  to  have  founda> 
tion,  in  the  ordinance  itself,  as  the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Christ;  for  in  it  we  all  partaitte  of  one  bread;  and  is  agreeable  to 
that  union,  and  those  relations,  in  which  all  the  true  disciples  of 
Christ  stand  to  one  another,  as  members  of  the  same  body ;  and 
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to  Christ  Jt^sus  the  head,  “  from  whom  the  whole  body  maketli 
**  increase  to  the  edifying  of  itself  in  love.” 


LETTER  OF  A  SELF-OBSERVER. 

I  AM  aware,  Mr.  Editor,  .that  to  abound  in  egotism  is  not  every 
t'.onsisteht  either  with  Christian  humility,  or  with  good  taste ;  and 
yet  I  am  persuaded,  that  a  majority  of  your  readers  are  mucli 
more  likely  to  interest  themselves  in  a  paper  professing  to  be  a 
narrative  of  the  writer’s  own  life,  than  in  a  merely  didactic  piece. 
It  is  not  my  purpose,  howeve*,  to  detail  the  whole  of  my  private 
history,  or  to  divulge  to  you  my  present  occupation  or  condition  in 
life.  Suffice  it  to  say,  in  the  way  of  introduction,  that  I  have  for  some 
time  formed  opinions  respecting  the  world  not  unlike  to  your  own; 
but  that  having  Ixien  employed  of  late  in  contemplating  my  own 
character  much  more  than  that  of  other  persons,  I  may  perhaps, 
without  extraordinary  presumption,  lay  some  little  claim  to  the 
title  of  a  Self-obs&rver,  And  as  the  augmentation  of  the  number 
of  Self-observers  is  the  chief  end  of  my  writing,  I  hope  that  you 
will  allow  to  my  letter  a  place  in  your  useful  miscellany. 

I  was  bom,  Mr.  Editor,  of  religious  parents,  though  not  per- 
Jiaps  quite  so  religious  as  that  term  might  lead  some  of  your  rea¬ 
ders  to  imagine.  But  where  is  tlie  person  whose  religion  is  every, 
thing  which  we  could  wish?  When  we  look  back  on  human  life, 
whom  have  we  found  in  our  journey  through  it,  whose  orthodoxy 
w  hose  piety,  or  whose  morality,  has  not  drooped  at  this  or  at  the 
other  period;  has  not  limped  a  little  either  on  thb  side  or  on  that? 
I  am  determined  to  say  little  of  my  parents;  they  have  long  since 
left  the  world;  but  I  shall  speak  particularly  of  my  aunt. 

I  was  sent  when  very  young  to  school  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  my  father’s  residence,  and  as  my  aunt  lived  very  near  to  our 
little  academy,  1  both  spent  with  her  many  of  my  holydays,  and 
was  often  at  her  house  at  other  times.  She  was  on  the  whole  a 
good  woman,  pious  and  sincere,  humble  and  unassuming,  affec¬ 
tionate  and  benevolent,  erring,  I  admit,  on  the  side  of  too  much 
indulgence,  for  she  both  fared  rather  luxuriously  herself,  and 
provided  abundance  of  excellent  cheer  for  other  people.  She  pos¬ 
sessed,  indeed,  an  independent  fortune,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
her  sedentary,  and  somewhat  too  soft  and  self-indulgent  mode  of 
living  appeared  to  her  to  be  no  more  than  was  consistent  with  it. 
The  education  of  women  in  former  days  was  by  no  means  so  in- 
.  tellectual  as  it  is  at  present :  and  my  aunt  was  one  of  those  who 
neglected  to  improve  their  understanding.  She  moreover  made  a 
free  use  of  that  species  of  pious  phraseology  which,  though  it 
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usually  indicates  a  devout  ipind,  and  a  rc^opn^l^nd^iQn  In  some 
circlesf  excites  prejudice  in  others,  and  has  phtaine^in  the  world, 
and  even  among  religious  persons  of  a  fastidious  kind,  the  unfa¬ 
vourable  name  of  cant.  My  aunt  had  Required  few  ideas.  She  also 
lived  in  a  narrow  circle ;  and  1  am  persuaded  that  her  too  frequent 
repetition  of  the  same  pious  expressions  ai'ose  not  so  much  from 
any  peculiarity  in  her  religion,  as  from  the  general  poverty  of 
her  mind.  She  was  w'ell  grounded  in  the  great  doctriiies  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  but  she  could  speak  of  these  only  after  one  manner,  and 
she  was  accustomed  to  consider  every  deviation  from  her  own 
form  of  words  as  implying  ah  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  “  lan¬ 
guage  of  Zion,”  and  a  want  of  that  full  acquaintmee  with  “  the 
truth”  which  she  herself  possessed.  I  have  no  clear  remembrance 
of  all  my  intercourse  with  her  at  this  early  period.  I  can  howe¬ 
ver  recollect  that  I  tliought  her  possessed  of  an  uncommon  share 
of  good  nature,  a  virtue  of  the  fim  class  in  the  eyes  of  youth,  and 
at  the  same  time  extremely  profuse  in  her  religious  t^k ;  that  af¬ 
ter  dinner  I  eat  as  many  plumbs  as  I  liked ;  that  before  dinner,  in 
order  to  stay  my  stomach,  I  had  a  large  piece  of  excellent  cake ; 
that  I  used  to  kneel  down  to  her  family  prayers  with  the  utmost 
promptitude  and  good  will,  and  was  rather  vain  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  read  to  her  a  chapter  in  the  Bible ;  in  short  that  I  liked 
both  her  doctrine  and  diet  bread,  both  her  plumb  pudding  and 
and  her  good  advice.  Among  all  my  various  relations,  not  one 
was  at  this  time  so  great  a  favourite  as  my  pious  aunt. 

When  I  found  myself  advancing  towards  the  estate  of  man,  I 
began  to  be  ambitious  of  a  reputation  for  learning  and  good  sense, 
and  this  disposition  contributed  to  alienate  my  mind  both  from 
my  aunt  and  from  the  kind  of  religion  which  she  professed.  1  as¬ 
sociated  the  idea  of  contracted  information  and  defective  intellect 
with  almost  all  the  peculiar  tenets  which  she  maintained.  At  the 
age  of  about  nineteen  I  made  her  a  visit  after  a  long  absence  from 
her  house,  and  you  can  hardly  conceive  how  much  the  perpetual 
recurrence  of  her  phraseology,  w'hich  I  perceived  tq  be  offensive 
in  some  respects  to  good  grammar,  in  others  to  true  taste,  now 
excited  my  disgust.  The  dread  also  of  having  my  character  iden¬ 
tified  with  hers  led  me  at  this  time  to  determine  that  I  would 
strongly  mark  my  dissent.  Judge,  Sir,  of  my  surprise  at  happen¬ 
ing  a  few  months  after  this  period  to  meet  with  a  friend  of  rare 
endowments,  a  man  unspeakably  elevated  above  me  lx)th  as  to 
erudition  and  talents ;  who  possessed  the  very  principles  of  my 
aunt.  He  affirmed  her  doctrines  indeed  in  a  manner  more  conso¬ 
nant  to  good  taste,  but  he  used  a  large  part  of  her  phraseology ; 
and  employed  it  more  particularly,  when  he  freely  opened  his 
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mind  q&  religious  subjects.  I  was  led  by  this  friend  into  the  society 
of  some  other  persons  who  more  or  less  resembled  himself; 
though  among  a  certain  portion  of  our  company  might  now  and 
then  be  seen  a  striking  likeness  of  my  aunt.  1  thus  was  cured  of 
the  violence  of  my  prejudice  agsdnst  many  leading  doctrines  of 
our  religion;  for  I  heard  them  defended  with  skill  and  judgments 
and  sufficiently  guarded  from  abuse.  1  even  learnt  the  art  of  de- 
fending  them  myself. 

,  Your  readers  probably  will  not  suppose  that  1  was  living  at 
this  tifne  in  any  very  unchristian  course.  The  truth  is,  that  my 
life  was  decent,  my  conscience  apt  to  be  alarmed  if  I  fell  into  any 
g^at  transgression,  and  my  reputation  for  piety  just  sufficient  to 
obtain  for  me  a  tolerable  reception  in  religious  parties.  I  believe 
however,  that  I  was  a  rather  suspected  character  in  some  of  those 
circles,  and  that  the  suspicion  arose  chiefly  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  being  known  occasionally  to  resort  to  a  few  fashionable 
places  of  amusement.  I  was  at  this  time  conscious  of  much  waste 
of  time,  much  want  of  self  government,  much  ambition  and  vani¬ 
ty  of  heart;  and  1  should  think  that  I  must  have  beti'ayed  some 
of  these  faults:  but  they  seemed  to  excite  only  a  slighter  kind  of 
prejudice  against  me  among  many  of  these  pious  people. 

Some  events  soon  afterwards  occurred,  events  not  necessary 
to  be  detailed,  which  cast  a  general  gloom  over  my  mind,  and  im** 
parted  a  new  gravity  to  my  cliaracter.  I  now  rose  at  once  in  the 
estimation  of  my  serious  friends;  many  of  whom  confidently  dated 
my  conversion  from  this  period.  The  truth  is,  that  I  felt  weary  of 
the  world  in  consequence  of  being  unable  to  disentangle  myself 
from  some  uncomfortable  connexions  which  I  had  formed,  and 
to  escape  the  bitter  consequences  of  some  false  steps  which  I  had 
taken.  Perhaps  my  religious  acquaintance  dkl  not  altogether  err 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  change  of  which  I  am  speaking ;  but  they 
certainly  overvalued  the  seriousness  which  they  saw  in  me.  I  was 
too  serious;  too  exclusively  fond  of  solemn  subjects ;  too  despond¬ 
ing  as  to  my  future  prospects  in  life.  I  was  also  too  negligent  of 
dress;  too  inattentive  to  some  of  my  worldly  interests;  too  indif¬ 
ferent  to  money;  too  bountiful  at  least  to  certain  persons  of  my 
own  religious  sentiments,  some  of  whom  I  now  suspect  to  have 
Ijeen  hypocrites ;  too  distant  towards  several  of  my  relations  and 
natural  connexions.  Above  all  I  was  too  harsh  a  judge  of  others, 
especially  of  those  who  erred  on  the  side  of  an  excess  of  cheerful¬ 
ness,  and  I  was  too  cold  to  the  temporal  happiness  of  my  fellow- 
creatures.  To  some  doctrines  of  religion  which  I  had  before  ad¬ 
mitted,  I  now  indeed  felt  an  increasing  attachment;  such  as  the 


corruption  of  our  nature,  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  the  shoit- 
ness  and  vanity  of  life^  the  infinite  evil  of  sin,  and  the  eternity  of 
future  punishments,  ''I  also  grew  zealous  respecting  the  duty  of 
renouncing  the  world,  and  incurring  the  persecution  of  the  irre¬ 
ligious.  Through  these  causes  my  character  for  piety  and  for 
orthodoxy  became  completely  established  in  my  own  party.  ‘ 
After  no  great  lapse  of  time  I  began  to  find  some  I’ecomp^cc 
for  the  worldly  privations  and  disappointments  which  I  had  sus¬ 
tained,  in  the  growing  kindness  of  these  pious  friends,  and  also 
in  the  self  complacency  which  I  derived  from  the  high'*ti?pula- 
tion  which  1  was  conscious  of  possessing  in  this  very  seiious  and 
devout  circle.  I  trust  that  I  was  not  altogether  a  stranger- to  that 
deep  humility  which  I  professed  (a  humility  indeed,  chiefly  ex¬ 
ercised  towards  God)  and  to  which  my  doctrines  naturally  tended. 
It  is  however  certain,  that  the  same  vanity  which  had  l)efore  mark¬ 
ed  my  character  insensibly  revived,  though  it  shewed  itself  after 
another  manner.  I  obtained,  or  rather  I  assumed,  the  lead  In  many 
religious  questions.  I  grew  a  little  contentious  and  intolerant,  al¬ 
ways  however  imagining  that  I  was  zealous  only  for  the’trulb. 
By  degrees  I  became  more  and  more  impatient  of  contradiction 
and  apt  to  take  offence.  Being  not  a  little  conceited  in  my  o^vl! 
eyes,  I  was  jealous  of  my  reputation  for  spiritual  knowledge,  and 
confident  of  my  own  power  of  defining  almost  to  perfection  several 
difficult  and  abstruse  points;  points  bordering  indeed  on  evangeli¬ 
cal  doctrine,  but  which  Scripture  seems  to  have  left  in  puqK)sed 
obscurity,  and  on  which  k  has  but  slightly  louche.  I  was  now 
spoiled  in  a  great  measure  by  my  religious  friends.  Some  of  the 
best  of  our  party  withdrew  to  a  certain  distance  fix>m  us,  but  those 
who  remained,  looked  at  me,  as  I  now  see,  with  a  most  undue  re¬ 
verence:  and  a  few  of  the  more  simple  of  them  flattered  me  to 
my  very  face,  and  erected  me  into  a  perfect  Pope.  Do  not  how¬ 
ever  imagine  that  I  who  thus  gave  the  law’  was  an  independent 
character.  I  was  accustomed,  after  the  manner  of  other  legis¬ 
lators,  to  accommodate  my  decisions  to  the  taste  of  those  whom 
I  seemed  to  govern;  and  I  was  therefore  at  once  both  the  leader 
and  the  follower,  both  the  prince  and  the  slave  of  my  religious 
party.  My  very  judgment  and  conscience  received  an  influence 
from  their  conscience  and  judgment.  I  erred  where  they  efi'ed; 
I  agreed  w’here  they  agreed  with  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles; 
and  I  was  admired  and  applauded  by  them,  because  they  saw  that 
in  my  estimate  of  the  orthodoxy  of  others,  and  in  my  admeasure¬ 
ment  of  every  doctrine,  sentiment,  and  practice,  I  made  use  ex¬ 
actly  of  their  line  and  their  plummet. 


^  .ixTtei»*is  one  circumstance  which  I  must  not  omit  to  mention. 
Woukl  you  believe,  Mr,  Editor,  that  I,  who  had  once  been  so 
great  .sin  enemy  to  cant,  became  at .  this  time  distinguished  by 
several  peculiarities  in  my  religious  phraseology  ?  I  was  totally 
unconscious  of  this  jault,  but  I  have  been  well  assured  by  friends 
in  whotnii  caa  confide,  that  I  gave  no  small  offence  on  one  or 
two  ooctsions  by  the  almost  unintelligible  quaintness  of  certain 
parts  of  my  diction. 

But  to  proceed.  1  was  not  at  this  time  unsound  as  to  the 
general  theory  of  my  religion.  During  the  former  part  of  the 
period  of  which  I  now  speak,  I  mean  the  period  of  my  more  par¬ 
ticular  gravity  and  seriousness,  I  knew  theoretically,  at  least* 
many  excellent  truths  of  Christianity  which  I  practically  neglect¬ 
ed.  1  knew  that  an  orthodox  creed  was  not  sufficient  of  itself  to 
to  constitute  a  Christian.  I  often  admitted  in  my  geiieraL  language 
that  relative  duties  ought  all  to  be  fulfilled,  and  that  universal 
kindness  ought  to  be  exercised.  1  could  say  with  my  lips  that 
God  is  love,  and  that  love  is  the  chief  grace  of  the  Gospel,  and 
that  he  that  loveth  God  should  love  his  neighbour  also.  1  knew 
likewise,  and  could  occasionally  afhrm  that  thankfulness  becomes 
every  one  who  has  a  good  hope  that  his  sins  are  pardoned;  and 
that  thankfulness  ought  to  manifest  itself  both  by  a  cheerful  coun¬ 
tenance  and  by  an  overflowing  kindness  to  all  around  us.  I  never¬ 
theless  had  an  exceedingly  faint  perception  of  my  real  deficiencies 
in  these  points,  and  the  few  remarks  which  I  made  upon  them 
were  uttered  chiefly  with  a  view  of  defending  my  own  character, 
which  I  undet'stood  to  be  assailed  on  this  side,  and  of  displaying 
the  completeness  of  my  religious  system. 

In  the  subsequent  period  when  my  gloom  abated,  and  my  self- 
complacency  was  at  its  height,  I  knew  in  like  manner  that  spiri¬ 
tual  pride  ought  to  be  cai'efully  avoided,  and  I  used  occasionally 
to  have  on  my  lips  that  expression  of  Scripture,  ‘‘  He  that  think- 
eth  that  he  knoweth  any  thing  knoweth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought.” 
I  sometimes  was  even  zealous,  so  far  as  my  conversation  was  con¬ 
cerned,  for  the  practical  part  of  religion,  not  yet  fully  understand¬ 
ing  that  to  talk  of  practice  is  one  thing,  and  really  to  exc?l  in  it, 
is  another;  and  not  at  all  suspecting  that  there  is  a  habit  of  de¬ 
claiming  even  on  the  best  subjects,  which,  if  the  heart  be  not 
strictly  watched,  may  serve  only  to  deceive. 

I  was  delivered  from  the  partial  delusion  to  which  I  was  now 
subject  nearly  in  the  following  manner.  While  I  was  living  in  the 
.bosom  of  my  serious  friends,  was  laying  down  the  law  for  others, 
and  enjoying  a  very  high  reputation  for  religious  excellency,  I 


was  assailed  by  some  temptations  which  had  slept  during; 'mf 
more  melancholy  impressions,  but  now  suddenly  tlireatened  to 
overcome  me,  and  to  render  me  a  complete  captive  to  tin.  Uappy 
in  one  sense  are  they  in  whose  mind  even  a  sound  theory  nf  re** 
ligion  has  been  established.  1  understood  too  well  the  genetel  * 
state  of  man  under  the  Gospel  not  to  know  that  a  new  degree  of 
caution,  of  watchfulness,  and  of  self-denial,  was  necessary  to  the 
conquest  of  these  particular  temptations.  Nevertheless  ai  gene¬ 
ral  spirit  of  negligence  and  self-indulgence  had  unquestionably 
crept  upon  me,  and  had  in  some  degree  engrafted  itself  on  my 
religious  system.  For  I  had  imagined,  or  at  least  1  had  partly 
imagined,  that  when  we  believe  certain  truths,  can  solve  certain 
paradoxes,  and  have  ascended  certain  heights  in  doctrine  which 
it  is  given  to  a  few  only  to  reach,  temptations  for  the  most  part 
flee  aw^ay,  and,  temptations  having  departed,  a  life  of  privileges 
rather  than  of  duties  succeeds.  I  persuaded  myself  that  I  had 
,  been  converted  at  a  former  period ;  that  having  been  converted 
my  condition  was  safe ;  and  that  I  might  now  enjoy  my  victory 
and  lay  aside  my  arms.  I  resembled  a  general,  who,  having  de¬ 
feated  his  enemy,  and  imagining  that  he  has  advanced  into  some 
impregnable  ground,  finds  himself  again  attacked  by  the  adver¬ 
sary  whom  he  had  despised,  and  is  reduced  to  the  mortifying  and 
unexpected  necessity  of  renewing  and  even  augmenting  his  guard, 
especially  in  some  one  evidently  weak  and  exposed  quarter. 
Happily  my  caution  did  not  coniine  itself  to  a  single  point.  My 
consciousness  of  the  necessity  of  an  increased  watchfulness  in  one 
particular,  led  to  much  serious  self-examination  as  to  many 
others :  and  thus,  Sir,  I  was  led  to  revise  the  whole  of  my  reli¬ 
gion.  I  have  not  totally  discarded  either  any  doctrinal  or  practical 
part  of  it;  and  yet  I  have  made  almost  daily  discoveries  of  some¬ 
thing  in  me  which  was  defective  or  erroneous;  and  a  new  cast 
seems  already  given  to  my  whole  character.  “  Cavendo  tutus,” 
safe  by  being  cautious,”  cautious  I  mean  in  respect  to  the  first 
approaches  of  sin,  and  cautious  as  to  every  species  of  it,  is  the 
motto  which  I  would  now  wish  to  assume.  In  the  corruption  of 
my  nature,  I  still  believe.  How  indeed  should  I  not  believe  it, 
when  I  perceive  how  much  sin  may  continue  to  be  indulged 
while  we  are  making  a  great  profession  of  religion,  and  even  per¬ 
haps,  while  there  is  some  piety  in  the  heart?  And  on  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  sin  my  whole  paper  is  so  strong  a  comment,  that  I  shaU 
not  dwell  on  this  equally  momentous  topic. 

To  a  perusal  of  the  scriptures,  which  I  now  study  after  a  new 
manner,  I  likewise  owe  in  part,  the  alteration  which  has  been 
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lately  wrought  in  me.  But  in  order  that  I  may  not  leave  your 
readers  in  obscurity  as  to  this  important  cliangc  of  views,  which 
I  admit  that  I  have  as  yet  but  imperfectly  defined,  I  will  run  over 
a  few  particulars  in  which  I  seem  to  myself  to  have  acquired  new 
light  through  the  study  of  that  sacred  volume.  Many  of  the  points 
on  which  I  shall  touch  may  seem  small  when  separately  viewed, 
but  they  will  be  found  considerable  when  they  are  contemplated 
together.  I  therefore  request  your  readers  not  at  once  to  con¬ 
demn  me  as  hypercritical,  but  to’ have  the  candour  to  suspend 
their  judgment  until  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  of 
my  paper. 

My  fii*st  remark  may  seem  sliglu.  I  had  been  accustomed  in 
reading  the  New  Testament  to  consider  the  terra  “  the  world,” 
as  meaning  the  men  of  the  world  rather  than  the  things  of  the 
world ;  whereas  I  am  now  disposed  more  frequently  to  offer  to  k, 
or  at  least  to  include  in  it,  the  last  mentioned  signification.  I 
was  insensibly  led  into  my  former  error  by  the  prejudices  of  my 
mind  as  well  as  the  circumstances  of  rny  situation.  Living  in  a 
small  party,  disliking  contradiction,  and  partly  on  that  account 
averse  to  mixed  company,  I  naturally  construed  those  passages 
of  scripture  which  command  us  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world, 
and  not  to  “  lose  the  world,”  as  sanctioning  my  own  'separation 
from  genend  society,  but  I  little  reflected  that  we  may  possibly 
indulge  our  love  of  the  things  of  this  world,  and  not  a  few  of  our 
worldly  tempers,  while  we  live  in  the  narrowest  circle,  nay  even 
in  a  cloister;  a  truth  indeed  which  has  been  verified  by  tlie  ex¬ 
ample  of  many  cloisters. 

The  term  “  light”  and  “  truth”  are  also  expressions  to  which 
I  have  learned  to  give  a  somewhat  new  meaning.  According  to 
my  former  vocabulary  “  to  know  the  truth,”  “  to  be  in  the  light,” 
and  “  to  see  clearly,”  signified  almost  exclusively  a  knowledge  of 
scriptural  doc/rinev,  and  especially  of  those  which  are  commonly 
denominated  evangelical;  and  to  possess  the  higher  degrees  of  light 
was  to  receive  those  other  doctrines  of  a  higher  kind,  by  which 
many  well-disposed  persons  are  in  the  first  part  of  their  Christian 
course  very  apt  to  be  offended.  I  do  not  altogether  reject  my  old 
interpretation  of  thetermslight  and  truth:  but  I  have  leamt through 
a  more  strict  attention  to  scripture,  to  give  to  them  a  far  more 
practical  meaning.  St.  John  has  taught  me  to  think,  that  “  he 
that  saith  he  is  in  the  light  and  hateth  his  brother^*  however  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  knowledge  of  doctrine  he  may  be,  “  is  in  darkness 
even  until  now ;”  and  that  if  we  “  walk  in  darkness,”  tfiat  is  in 

sin,  “  we  Ue  and  do  not  the  truth**  St.  Peter  also  has  instructed 
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me  that  he  who  lacketh  the  practical  virtues  of  Christianity^ 

“  temperance,  patience,  godliness,  brotherly  kindness,  charity,  is 
blind,  and  cannot  see  afar  off,**  and  “  has  forgotten*’  one  of  the 
most  important  of  all  points,  namely,  that  he  is  purged  from 
his  old  sins.** 

Pharisees  is  another  term  to  which  1  affix  a  somewhat  new 
meaning.  Once  I  contemplated  the  Pharisee  merely  as  a  man 
who  trusted  in  his  own  righteousness,  and  I  freely  applied  this  ex¬ 
pression  to  all  those  friends  and  neighbours  who  were  not  vicious, 
and  who  appeared  to  me  to  want  that  ac4|uaintance  with  evange¬ 
lical  doctrine  which  I  possessed.  I  now  perceive  that  many  per¬ 
sons  entertain  tolerably  just  sentiments  on  religion,  and  have  also 
a  very  contrite  heart,  who  do  not  express  themselves  after  my 
manner ;  and  I  have  deeply  repented  of  having  once  so  currently 
bestowed  this  harsh  and  odious  term  on  one  or  two  individuals 
whom,  in  consequence  of  a  nearer  acquaintance,  I  have  discover¬ 
ed  to  be  more  strict  and  self  denying,  more  simple  and  unpreju¬ 
diced,  more/aithful  and  upright,  more  gentle  and  forbearing,  and 
more  humble  and  unassuming,  than  myself.  My  Bible  has  told 
me,  that  one  characteristic  indeed  of  the  ancient  Pharisee  was 
his  “  trusting  in  himself  that  he  was  righteous  ;**  but  that  another 
was  his  disposition  “  to  despise  others.**  Alas,  Sir!  have  I  not 
myself  inclined  to  this  latter  fault?  The  word  of  God  has  instruct¬ 
ed  me  that  another  great  characteristic  of  tlie  Pharisee  was  his 
hypocrisy.  “  Beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  which  is  hypo¬ 
crisy.”  And  has  there  not  been  much  hypocrisy  in  my  own 
heart?  To  be  vain  of  our  own  religious  knowledge  and  attain¬ 
ments  is  another  part  of  the  Pharisaical  spirit:  Have  I  not  been 
infected  with,  this  species  of  sin  ?  I  am  afraid  that  a  secret  con¬ 
ceit  of  my  knowing  that  I  am  to  renounce  my  own  righteousness, 
and  of  my  being  able  correctly  to  define  the  doctrine  of  justifica¬ 
tion  'by  faith,  had  become  a  ground  of  self-preference,  and  the 
means  of  fostering  a  species  of  evangelical  Pharisaism  in  my 
heart. 

The  judgment  day  is  another  subject  on  which  my  sentiments 
have  in  some  degree  changed.  Heretofore  if  I  contemplated  this 
awful  day,  I  was  used  to  spare  myself  the  anxiety  which  was  apt 
to  arise,  by  recollecting  that  I  was  a  believer,  and  that  on  that  day 
J  should  stand  complete  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  renounce  the  doctrine  of  being  justified  only  through 
faith  in  Christ.  It  is  a  doctrine  which  is  now  dear  to  my  very 
heart:  I  recur  to  it  in  the  exercise  of  repentance,  and  especially 
in  seasons  of  spiritual  depression;  apd  it  is,  1  trust,  never  far  froni 


,  my  thoughts.  It  however  no  longer  so  exclusively  occupies  my 
mind  on  every  occasion  of  my  calling  to  recollection  the  great 
day  of  account.  For  I  have  discovered  that  the  scripture,  in  its 
description  of  the  proceedings  of  that  awful  day,  usually  speaks 
of  all  men  as  judged  according  to  their  works;  and  I  have  thought 
it  both  safe  and  right  to  habituate  myself  to  the  same  view  of  the 
subject.  This  improved  idea  of  the  judgment  day  has  materially 
altered  the  character  of  my  religion.  It  has  given  to  it  a  new  serious* 
Hess :  for,  since  my  melancholy  had  been  dispersed,  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  levity  had  crept  upon  me.  It  has  also  checked  my  dispo¬ 
sition  to  judge  othei's,  by  suggesting  that  I  myself  must  stand 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  to  give  an  account  of  my 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  It  has  disposed  me  to  try  my  faith 
by  a  more  practical  test ;  and  it  has  deeply  impressed  upon  me 
the  absolute  necessity  of  being  very  fruitful  and  abundant  in  good 
works,  and  especially  in  those  deeds  of  mercy,  which  Christ  has 
described  as  constituting  one  leading  distinction  between  the  per¬ 
sons  who  shall  stand  on  his  right  hand,  and  those  whom  he  shall 
place  on  his  left. 

I  have  already  intimated  that  one  of  my  leading  errors  had 
consisted  in  a  too  great  readiness  to  believe  that  I  had  been  once 
converted,  and  therefore  could  never  fall  away.  I  was  used  to  say 
to  myself,  that  a  man  once  in  grace  is  always  in  grace;  and  that  a 
true  believer  cannot  fail  to  persevere.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
altogether  changed  my  creed  either  on  this  or  on  any  other  doc¬ 
trinal  subject;  although  now  perhaps,  I  may  be  less  confident,  less 
zealous,  and  also  less  accurate  and  systematic,  in  this  part  of  my 
faith.  Certainly  my  mind  reasons  on  this  subject  after  a  new  man¬ 
ner;  and  the  practical  difference  is  very  great.  Instead  of  affirm¬ 
ing  that  I  am  a  believer,  and  that  I  therefore  need  not  doubt,  that 
I  shall  perse vcre>  (a  sentiment  which  introduced  much  slackness 
into  my  practice)  I  have  learnt  rather  to  say  to  myself,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  persevere,  since  if  I  do  not  persevere  I  shall  be  found 
wanting  in  true  feuth.  Instead  of  saying,  as  I  once  used  to  do,  “  He 
that  shall  be  saved  endureth  to  the  end,”  I  have  learnt  rather  to  say 
with  scripture,  “  He  that  endureth  to  the  end  the  same  shall  be  sav¬ 
ed.”  I  have  indeed  been  taught  to  employ  this  mode  of  treating  the 
subject  by  various  passages  of  scripture.  Moreover,  brethren,”  says 
the  apostle  to  the  Corinthians,  “  I  declare  unto  you  the  gospel  which 
I  preached  unto  you,  which  also  ye  have  received,  and  wherein  ye 
stand,  by  which  also  ye  are  saved  if  ye  keep  in  memory  what  I  preach¬ 
ed  unto  you,  unless  ye  have  believed  in  vain.”  Here  the  apostle  ex¬ 
horts  the  Corinthians  to  keep  in  mind  the  doctrines  once  deliver- 


ed  to  them,  that  is,  to  persevere  in  the  exercise  of  faith,  and 
represents  their  very  salvation  as  depending  on  this  perseverance, 
and  their  faith,  without  this  perseverance,  to  be  a  mere  “  believing 
in  vain.”  I  perceive  that  the  children  of  Israel  are  spoken  of  in 
the  Hebrews  as  manifesting  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  departing 
fix)m  the  living  God;  that  a  promise  was  offered  them  of  entering 
into  rest ;  and  that  they  having  come  short  of  it,  we  are  said  to  be 
admitted  in  their  place  into  the  church  of  Christ,  and  to  constitute 
his  house,”  “  if  we  hold  fast  the  confidence  and  the  rejoicing  of 
our  hope  firm  unto  the  end.”  “  For  we  have  need  of  patience  (that 
is  as  I  conceive  of  “  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,”)  “  that 
after  that  we  have  done  the  will  of  God  we  may  inherit  the  pro¬ 
mises.”  “Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast:  let  no  man  take  thy 
crown.” 

I  am  afraid,  Mr.  Editor,  of  detaining  you  too  long,  and  I  shall 
therefore  mention  only  one  other  point  in  which  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  an  alteration  in  my  sentiments.  I  once  considered  the  great 
difficulty  of  religion  as  consisting  in  the  due  comprehension,  and 
in  the  willing  admission,  of  certain  strong,  unwelcome,  and  yet 
general  truths:  and  having  myself  embraced  those  tmths,  having 
surmounted  the  difficulties  w^hich  oppose  the  reception  of  them,, 
and  having  learnt  to  understand  a  few  seeming  paradoxes  which 
they  involve,  I  had  a  very  inadequate  conception  of  the  necessity 
of  any  farther  victory.  I  now  consider  the  difficulties  of  religion 
to  consist  rather  in  the  application  to  ourselves  of  the  general  doc¬ 
trines  which  we  recognise ;  in  the  subjugation  of  our  passions ;  in 
the  due  govemment  of  our  tongue ;  in  the  daily  and  hourly  tri¬ 
umph  over  our  several  evil  inclinations  and  humours:  in  short, 
in  the  great  article  of  Christian  practice.  And  here  likewise  I  think 
that  I  am  supported  by  scriptural  authority.  “  For  if  ye  know  these 
things,”  sajs  the  apostle,“  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them an  expres¬ 
sion  evidently  implying  that  there  is  a  knowledge  not  issuing  in 
practice,  and  that  the  practice  founded  on  doctrine  is  the  comple¬ 
tion  or  perfection  of  religion.  Our  Saviour  by  his  manner  of  con¬ 
cluding  his  sermon  on  the  mount  has  convinced  me  that  he  also 
considered  the  practical  part  of  religion  as  constituting  the  main  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  and  that  he  deemed  the  neglect  of  this  to  be  the  great 
danger  to  which  hearers  of  the  truth  arc  subject.  To  “  hear  and 
to  do,”  is,  according  to  him,  to  erect  our  building  on  a  rock, 
whereas  to  “  hear  his  sayings  and  not  to  do  them,”  is  to  build  our 
house  upon  the  sand.  I  trust,  Mr.  Editor,  that  by  that  union  of 
practice  with  my.  faith  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  describe,  (a 
union  which  by  no  means  confounds  the  one  with  the  other  in  the 


great  point  of  justification,)  I  am  now  endearouring  to  build  on  a 
right  foundation:  and  I  would  humbly  hope  that  when  the  rains  des¬ 
cend,  and  the  floods  come,  and  the  winds  blow ;  in  other  words,  when 
temptation  shall  assault  my  buildmg  in  this  world,  and  the  day 
of  judgment  shall  make  the  final  trial  of  its  strength,  the  graci¬ 
ous  Judge  may  pronounce  concerning  it,  ^  that  it  fell  not,  for  it 
was  founded  on  a  rock.” 

Christian  Observer. 


A  LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  GIDEON  BLACKBURN  TO  THE  REV. 

'  DR.  GREEN. 

REV.  SIR, 

Since  my  last,  bearing  date  November  third,  I  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  to  let  you  know  that  the  institutions  under  my  care  are  still 
making  a'  progress  equal  to  the  highest  expectations  you  were  led 
to  entertain  from  my  former  communications.  The  disadvantage 
experienced,  by  the  delay  of  the  pious  contributions  made  by  your 
citizens  for  the  accomodations  of  the  children  during  the  incle¬ 
ment  season,  was  pi^tty  considerable;  but  the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  enable  me  to  meet  the  demands  of  your  school,  by  the  sacrifice 
of  my  own  personal  property,  while  he  had  remarkably  opened  the 
hearts  of  the  benevolent  not  only  thereby  to  support,  but  even  to 
give  abundance  for  the  use  of  the  second  school ;  as  you  will  be 
able  to  see  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  presbylery  of 
Union,*  in  connexion  with  the  detailed  account  of  the  receipts  and 

•  TO  THE  UNION  PKESBYTERY. 

We  youp  committee  leave  further  to  report  that  we  attend¬ 
ed  at  and  examined  the  Huvasa* Indian  School,  and  do  highly  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  progress  the  children  have  made  in  every  branch  of  litera¬ 
ture  they  have  attempted,  reading,  writing,  ciphering,  spelling  off  the 
book,  and  singing  spiritual  songs.  Their  progress  is  really  flattering  in 
those  diflerent  branches  and  perhaps  is  not  exceeded  in  any  school 
amongst  ourselves.  They  appear  to  understand  the  things  they  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  learn  as  well  as  they  arc  generally  understood  by  white  chil¬ 
dren.  We  highly  approve  of  the  method  of  teaching  and  the  order  of  the 
school;  and  the  children  appear  to  have  as  just  conceptions  of  order, 
and  as  cheerfully  submit  to  discipline  as  any  children. 

JOS.  B.  LAPSLEY, 

J.  ANDERSON 

Januarj’  1st,  1807. 

N.  B.  The  school  contains  from  forty -five  to  fifty  scholars. 
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expenditui*es  of  both  schools^  which  is  submitted  for  your  in¬ 
spection.  ’ 

The  institution  is  every  day  gaining  an  ascendency  over  the 
ignorance  and  prejudices  of  the  natives,  and  even  of  the  ihore 
abandoned  white  men  who  had  sought  an  asylum  in  the  nation. 
Requests  for  the  enlargement  of  the  present  schools  and  planting 
others  in  other  parts  of  the  nation  have  been  greatly  multiplied  in 
the  course  of  this  season,  but  the  poverty  and  uncertainty  of  my 
finances  laid  a  check  on  my  wishes.  1  suggest  it  as  my  opinion 
that  if  the  plan  could  be  so  extended  as  to  take  them  on  the  tide 
of  their  present  feelings,  and  thereby  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  children  who,  when  educated  (after  making  a  reasonable  de¬ 
duction  for  those  who  might  be  supposed  to  make  a  bad  use  of  it) 
might  fill  the  different  places,  where  literature  is  requisite,  we 
should  be  able  to  place  the  nation  under  their  administration,  on 
a  rock  so  solid,  that  the  waves  of  prejudice  against  the  civilization 
of  the  heathen  would  die  in  pleasing  silence  at  the  borders  of  the 
jCherokees. 

The  savage  and  hunting  life  of  this  people  is  exchanging  for 
the  agricultural  and  domestic  employ;  and  of  course  there  is  a 
very  considerable  decline  of  those  appendages  to  savage  customs 
so  destructive  to  the  increase  of  human  kind.  Many  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  ideas  necessary  to  the  existence  of  religion  are  spreading 
through  the  nation,  not  only  by  our  particular  instruction,  and  the 
constant  order  of  the  school,  but  by  the  observations  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  their  intercourse  with  their  parents;  which  is  certainly  the 
surest  and  most  effectual  method  to  gain  their  attention  to  truth. 

The  progress  of  the  children  in  every  branch  of  literature 
they  have  attempted,  as  well  as  their  acquaintance  with  the  first 
principles  of  our  holy  religion  as  summed  up  inth^  shorter  cate¬ 
chism,  will  appear  before  you  by  the  repoits  of  the  committee 
and  other  papers  herewith  forwarded  for  your  peiiisal. 

Should  the  means  for  the  support  of  this  institution  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  justify  the  measure,  it  would  be  advbeable  to  establish 
your  school  as  a  principal  one  where  the  higher  branches  of  lite¬ 
rature  should  be  taught,  and  to  which  the  most  promising  ge¬ 
niuses  should  be  sent  from  the  other  schools ;  this  would  excite 
emulation,  and  qualify  young  men  for  the  part  they  ought  to  act 
in  the  nation  as  they  rise  into  the  rank  of  men.  The  influence  of 
the  whole  undertaking  will  gradually  decrease,  as  the  ideas  of  the 
savages  expand;  and  by  a  judicious  management,  it  will  finally 
settle  on  their  shoulders,  by  their  own  consent.  It  is  rather  more 
than  problematical  that  in  process  of  time,  they  will.either  make 
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an  appropriation  out  of  their  annuity  from  the  United  States^  or 
turn  the  products  of  their  uncultivated  forests  into  that  channel. 

In  this  great  business,  patience  and  perseverance  will  be 
highly  necessary;  but  if  we  can  get  the  knowledge  of  letters,  the 
thirst  for  advancement  in  civilization,  and  the  nature  of  moral 
obligation  and  religion  to  keep  an  equal  pace,  we  sliall,-  with  a  di¬ 
vine  blessing,  be  able  eventually,  to  raise  them  to  the  rank  of  men 
and  citizens,  and  the  Lord,  I  trust,  will  make  them  Christians. 

It  will  be  indispensably  necessary  that  the  scholar,  when 
leaving  school,  should  be  furnished  with  a  small  library,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  school  books ;  for  which  some  arrangements  ought  to 
be  made.  Some  buildings  suitable  for  the  better  accomodation  of 
the  teachers  and  scholars,  will  be  necessary,  as  the  first  were 
raised,  on  the  most  economical  plan  possible,  so  as  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  making  an  experiment.  I  know  your  missionary 
objects  are  important  and  extensive ;  but  perhaps  a  full  experi¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  made  on  this  case,  as  it  may  serve  as  a  key  to 
open  the  way’ for  the  saving  of  other  nations;  or  at  least  sug¬ 
gest  some  useful  hints,  which  may  be  improved  into  a  complete 
system  for  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  amongst  the  aborigines  of 
America. 

The  statement  of  the  accounts  ends  with  December  ;  as  the 
other  six  months  were  not  expired  before  I  left  home,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  bills  of  expenditure  could  not  be  made  out;  they  may  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  city  before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly;  should  this  be 
the  case,  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  them  be¬ 
fore  you.  Should  the  committee  wish  information  on  any  ]X)int 
relative  to  this  subject,  I  sliall,  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  in  per¬ 
son  give  them  all  the  satisfaction  in  my  power ;  should  it  be  re¬ 
quired,  1  am  ready  to  give  also  an  account  of  the  success  of  my 
solicitations,  and  wait  their  further  orders. 

May  the  great  Lord  of  the  harvest  assist  you  to  devise  and 
execute  plans  which  may  redound  to  his  glory  and  the  best  inte¬ 
rests  of  his  kingdom,  and  may  he  crown  with  success  that  one 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  your  unworthy  servant,  in  the  vineyard 
of  Jesus  Christ, 

GIDEON  BLACKBURN. 

Rev.  Ashbel  Green,  D.  D. 
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THS  SMALL  BEGINNING)  THE  PROGRESSIVE  INCREASE)  AND  THE 
GREAT  ElMAL  ENLARGEMENT  OE  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH* 

Part  of  a  discourse  on  Matt,  xiii.  51,  32,  delivered^  a  year  ago^  be^ 

fore  the  Synod  of  Philadelphiay  by  the  Rev,  Wm,  Arthur, 

The  beginning  qS.  Christian  church  how  small  1  Intended 
to  supersede  Judaism,  Christianity  was,  at  first,  confined  to  Pales¬ 
tine.  For  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel  our  divine  Lord’s 
personal  ministry,  as  he  informs  us,  was  principally i  intended. 
Nor  did  his  original  commission  to  the  apostles  exceed  the  same 
limits.  He  commanded  them  not  to  go  into  tlie  way  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  not  even  to  the  Samaritans. 

Complaining  of  the  unsuccessfulness  of  his  personal  ministry, 
the  preacher  of  righteousness  says,  by  the  evangelical  prophet,  I 
harve  laboured  in  vain^  I  have  spent  my  strength  for  naught  and 
in  vain;  yet  surely  my  judgment  is  with  the  Lord,  and  my  work 
with  my  God,  Is,  xlix.  4.  Till  the  day  of  Pentecost,  unsuccess¬ 
ful  w^as  also  the  ministry  of  the  apostles.  A  tame  was  when  there 
existed  but  one  small  Christian  church  in  the  world ;  the  church 
of  Jerusalem,  from  which  all  other  Christian  churches  have 
sprung.  Of  Afr*members  how  small  was  the  number!  Assem¬ 
bled  upon  a  very  memorable  occasion,  the  number  of  their  names 
amounted  only  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Since  that  time,  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  particular 
countries,  provinces,  and  cities,  has  often  resembled  a  grain  of 
mustard-seed,  Ethiopia  may  be  mentioned.  The  opinion  that  the 
famous  eunuch,  of  whose  conversion  and  baptism  we  read  in  the 
fifteenth  of  the  Acts,  introduced  Christianity,  and  planted  a  Chris¬ 
tian  church  in  Ethiopia,  is  highly  probable.  Was  he  the  first 
preacher?  Was  he,  for  a  time,  the  only  professor  of  Christianity  in 
that  country?  Small  beginning! 

We  proceed  to  review,  next,  the  progressive  increase  of  the 
Christian  church.  Not  that^  we  can,  in  this  paper,  fully  review  a 
subject  so  important  and  so  extensive.  To  this  delightful  task 
the  hours  of  retirement,  of  reading  and  reflection  must  be  devoted. 
It  will  oblige  us  to  travel  back  into  the  ages  of  antiquity,  and 
over  a  great  part  of  the  globe.  But  the  pleasure  and  the  profit 
of  the  journey  will  amply  remunerate  the  toil. 

For  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  events,  alike  various  and 
important,  concurred  to  prepare  the  world.  The  dispersion  of  the 
Jews  into  different  countries,  after  the  Chaldean  captivity,  was 
not  without  design.  Add  to  this,  that  the  proselytes  to  the  Jewish 
religion  were  more  numerous  in  the  ages  which  immediately 


praccded  tht  coming  of  the  Messiah,  than  at  any  former  period. 
Nor  was  the  ti'anslation  of  the  Old  Testament  into  the  Greek 
language  accidental ;  a  language,  not  only  the  most  copious,  but, 
after  the  conquests  of  the  celebrated  Macedonian,  the  most  gene¬ 
rally  understood.  It  has  been  observed  that  divine  providence 
chose  a  period  for  introducing  Christianity,  when  the  Roman  am¬ 
bition  had  subdued  almost  the  whole  .world  then  known,  to  a  kind 
of  similarity  of  language  and  of  manners,  and  opened  an^intercourse 
between  distant  nations. 

Admitting  these  and  other  propitious  circumstances,  it  cannot, 
however,  be  denied  that  when  Christianity  made  its  appearance, 
the  prospects  were  very  discouraging.  Under  external  disadvan¬ 
tages  of  every  kind  did  the  first  preachers  of  it  labour.  With 
every  difikuHy,  with  the  almost  invincible  prejudices  of  Jews, 
and  the  g^ross  superstition  of  pagans,  with  philosophy  and  elo¬ 
quence  and  the  gloom  of  unlettered  enthusiasm,  with  power  and 
falsehood  and  cruelty,  with  hell  and  earth  combined,  had  they  to 
contend.  But  Christianity  bore  down  all  opposition.  The  decrees 
of  heaven  must  be  accomplished,  and,  in  the  hand  of  omnipotence, 
any  means,  any  instrument  is  sufficient.  The  apostles  were  com- 
mandetl  to  go  forth.  Astonishing  their  success  !  In  a  few  da3rs 
several  thousands  were  added  to  the  church  of  Jerusalem.  In  a 
few  years,  Christianity  had  penetrated  into  various  parts,  not  only 
of  Asia,  but  of  Africa  and  of  Europe;  had  penetrated  as  iar  as 
Persia  in  the  east,  as  Spain,  or,  perhaps,  Great-Britain  in  the  west, 
as  Scythia  in  the  north,  and  as  Ethiopia  and  Abyssinia  in  the 
the  south.  Writing  to  the  Colossians,  the  apostle  affirms  that  the 
gospel  had  come  into  all  the  world;  all  the  Roman  empire,  which 
is  called  the  world.  Thus  our  Lord’s  prediction  that  the  goefiei 
should  he  preached  in  ail  the  world  was,  at  that  early  period,  lite¬ 
rally  fulfilled ;  though  it  has,  doubtless,  a  signification,  much  more 
extensive.  The  walls  of  pagan  Jericho  feU.  The  arms  of  Dagon 
were  broken;  and  the  lifeless  trunk  of  idolatry  was  laid  prostrate 
before  the  ark  of  God. 

The  heroism  of  the  primitive  preachers  was  truly  divine.  Can 
we  think  of  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  of  his  temper  and 
bis  exertions,  of  his  joumies  and  voyages,  of  his  dangers  and  his 
deliverances,  and  noc  acknowledge  that  God  was  with  him  ? 

Even  in  the  dark  ages,  the  sphere  of  Christianity  was  g^dually 
enlarged.  Time  after  time,  the  nations  of  Europe  embraced  the 
-Christian  faith;  and,  since  the  commencement  of  the  protestant 
reformation,  it  has  found  its  way  into  America  and  other  parts  of 
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the  world,  which  to  the  apostles  and  their  contemporaries  were 
totally  unknown. 

Nay,  the  very  means  employed,  in  earlier  and  later  times,  to* 
obstruct  the  progress,  to  defeat  the  design  of  Christianity,  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  it  from  the  world  have  subserved  its  extension  and  its 
triumphs.  Two  things  may  be  mentioned ;  persecution,  and  the 
writings  of  infidels. 

Persecution^  which,  in  every  form,  is  diabolical.  Almost  as 
soon  as  the  church  of  Jerusalem  was  collected,  the  bloody  arm  of 
persecution  was  lifted  against  her.  Obeying  our  Lord’s  direction, 
when  they  were  persecuted  in  one  city  to  flee  to  another,  they 
’Were  all  scattered  abroad  throughout  the  regions  of  Judea  and  Sa~ 
inaria  ;  except  the  apostles,  who  were  to  tarry  at  Jerusalem  for  the 
]jromise  of  the  Father.  What  was  the  consequence?  Did  the  perse¬ 
cutors  obtain  their  wish  ?  Was  the  church  annihilated?  Was  Christi¬ 
anity  extirpated?  Quite  the  reverse.  They,  who  were  scattered 
abroad,  went  every  where  preaching  the  word ;  and  the  multitude 
of  them,  who  believed,  was  very  great. 

Of  victory,  indeed,  the  persecutors  boasted.  Nor  was  their 
cruelty  behind  their  arrogance.  Disappointment  inflamed  their 
rage.  Ah!  shall  I  attempt  to  speak  of  the  sufferings  of  the  poor 
Christians  in  the  ten  heathen  persecutions ;  sufferings  almost  incre¬ 
dible  ;  and  which  continue  to  cry  under  the  altar  for  vengeance?  The 
task  is  too  painful.  The  Domitians  and  Dioclesians  of  those  times 
were,  methinks,  devils  in  human  shape.  But  the  more  the  follow¬ 
ers  of  the  Lamb  were  persecuted,  the  more  they  multifiUed  and 
grew.  Over  malice,  and  disgrace,  and  tortures,  and  death  they 
triumphed.  Unable  to  resist  a  spectacle  so  sublime,  some  of  their 
most  bloody  persecutors  became  their  comfiamons  in  tribulation^ 
and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  the  visible 
power  of  the  Christian  religion,  the  fathers,  in  their  .writings  ap¬ 
pealed  successfully  for  its  truth. 

Pagan  persecution  was  succeeded  by  popish.  The  antichristian 
period  commenced;  the  time^  times^  and  half  a  time;  the  forty  fiuo 
months;  the  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  prophetical  days. 
Long,  dark,  dismal,  disastrous  period !  But  it  expires.  The  man 
of  sin  has  received  a  deadly  wound.  His  power  is  abridged. 
His  final  overthrow  is  certain.  Fearful  his  doom! 

Persecution,  I  said,  is,  in  every  fonn,  diabolical.  But  from 
it  important  advantages  result.  It  promotes  union  and  mutual 
correspondence  among  Christians  in  general ;  separates  the  chaff* 
from  the  wheat :  and  manifests  the  astonishing  power  of  our  holy 
religion  over  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men. 


Much  as  we  lament,  detest,  and  deprecate  persecution,  by  it 
the  church  of  Christ  has  been  less  injured  than  by  external  pros¬ 
perity.  To  the  growth  of  the  heavenly  plant,  the  calm  of  tranquil¬ 
lity  is  less  favourable  rhitn  the  fury  of  a  tempest.  Is  peace 
restored?  Purity  is  removed.  Do  xve  enjoy  external  prosperity? 
We  abuse  it.  Licentiousness  rides  in  triumph.  A  general  corrup¬ 
tion  of  principle  and  practice,  the  certain  consequence  of  ease  and 
indulgence,  is  an  hundred  times  more  dangerous  and  destructive 
to  the  church  than  persecution ;  more  dangerous  because  less 
dreaded;  more  destructive  because  it  preys  upon  the  very  vitals 
of  truth  and  holiness.  It  usually  happens,  says  one,  that,  in  times 
of  outward  prosperity,  the  church,  like  a  river,  whose  channel  is 
enlarged,  loses  as  much  in  depth  as  it  gains  in  breadth. 

The  writinga  ofinjidela  have  also  bad  an  effect  which  they  did  not 
intend,  did  not  wish;  an  effect  which,  though  it  is  no  excuse  for  their 
malicious  endeavours,  excites  our  admiration  of  the  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  and  all-disposing  power  of  God.  To  invalidate  the  proofs, 
tarnish  the  reputation,  and  obstruct  the  progress  of  Christianity, 
men  of  high  renown  for  genius  and  learning  have  employed  their 
tongues  and  their  pens.  This  has  called  into  the  field  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  venerable  champions,  from  Justin  Martyr,  the  apologist  of 
the  second^  to  Landaff,  the,  apologist  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
The  powers  of  the  mind  have  been  roused  to  action :  a  spirit  of 
careful  research  excited;  and  a  noble  zeal  in  defending  Christianity 
displayed.  Had  there  not  been  a  Celsus  and  a  Julian  and  a  host  of 
modem  freethinkers,  we  should  never  have  seen  many  excellent 
writings,  which  inform  the  judgment  and  improve  the, heart. 
The  issue  of  the  contest  is  highly  favourable.  The  actual  evidence 
of  Christianity  is  rendered  more  conspicuous.  From  every  objec¬ 
tion  it  is  ably  vindicated.  Every  attack  is  successfully  repelled. 
Revelation  has  triumphed.  Its  friemls  are  better  informed,  and 
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more  firmly  established;  the  wavering  among  them  reclaimed ; 
and  thousands  of  opposers  taken  captive  in  the  wars  of  the  Lord. 
Deists  are  becoming  harmless.  But  it  is  painful  to  add  that  imfie- 
nitent  infidela  have  gone  to  their  o%tm  filace^  one  after  another, 
covered  with  shame,  and  convulsed  with  horror. 

Christianity  has  not  oiily  braved  every  raging  tempest,  but 
struck  its  roots  deeper,  and  is  extending  its  influence.  At  this  time, 
it  is  professed,  in  one  form  or  another,  over  almost  the  whole 
of  Europe.  Remnants  of  it  are  still  to  be  found  in  various 
parts  both  of  Asia  and  of  Africa,  in  which  famous  churches  once 
flourished.  In  this  western  hemisphere,  it  has  had  a  considerable 
spread.  Prompted  by  the  best  motives,  missionary  societies  are 


using  exti'aordinary  exertions  to  introduce  it  into  eastern  Aaia^ 
into  the  interior  of  Africa/into  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  ocean)  and 
into  the  American  wilderness.  Venerable  men!  Sacred  be  your 
toils!  Successful  your  exertions!  Glorious  proofs  of  existing  zeal 
for  our  hcdy  religion!  Glorious  presages  of  the  great  enlargement 
of  the  Christian  church  in  the  last  and  best  times  of  the  world! 

It  is  pleasing  to  think,  to  hope,  to  believe  that  the  Christian 
religion  is,  sooner  or  later,  to  become  thk  universal  reli¬ 
gion  OF  THE  world;  that  the  gospel  is  to  pour  its  efful¬ 
gence  upon  every  benighted  clime,  and  the  rainbow  to  encir¬ 
cle  the  heads  of  every  savage  tribe.  From  a  view  of  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  indeed,  the  pious  mind  turns  away  sorrowful. 
But  there  is  bright  splendour  amid  the  surrounding  gloom;  and, 
with  wonder  and  joy,  we  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  earth 
shall  be fidl  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord;  the  time  when,  remember¬ 
ing  his  promise  *to  their  fathers,  he  will  ca!*  in  the  Jews  with 
the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles.  Not  that  the  Jews  are  to  be  restored 
to  the  land  of  Palestine.  This  opinion,  founded  upon  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  prophecy  too  literal,  betrays  inattention  to  the  nature  of 
the  gospel-state,  and  has  no  better  foundation  than  the  opinion 
that  the  world  is  to  be  judged  in  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat.  But 
w’e  have  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  continents  and 
islands  are  to  wait  for  the  Redeemer’s  law. 

1st.  The  ordinary  course  of  divine  providence,  while  it  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  delay,  justifies  this  j>ersuasion,  God  for  the  most 
wise  reasons,  which  are  known  to  himself,  is  pleased  to  accom¬ 
plish  his  works  in  a  progressive  manner.  In  providence,  as  in 
creation,  there  is  a  visible  gradation  from  less  to  greater.  The 
stupendous  plan  is  marching  forward  to  its  close.  In  all  past 
times,  the  extension  of  the  true  religion  has  been  progressive. 
Confined  to  a  few  detached  families,  the  patriarchal  church  sub¬ 
sisted  in  a  kind  of  domestic  state.  When  two  thousand  live  hun¬ 
dred  years  had  revolved  the  church  assumed  a  national  form, 
which  it  retained  a  series  of  ages.  Fifteen  hundred  years  more, 
and  the  >losaic  economy  gave  place  to  a  dispensation  so  exten¬ 
sive  that  it  knows  no  distinction  of  nations  or  of  families.  But 
even  the  Christian  disj^ensation  admits  of  a  mysterious  and  glo¬ 
rious  progression. 

Marvellous  are  the  events  of  our  own  times.  The  revolutions 
of  commonwealths,  of  kingdoms,  of  empires,  which  astonish  by 
their  suddenness  and  their  magnitude,  are,  doubtless,  intended  to 
accelerate  the  grand  crisis  in  the  evangelical  economy.  I  will 
shake  all  nations^  and  the  desire  qf  all  nations  shall  come.  Modern 


UiBCOveries  in  science  open  prospects  unbounded  to  a  mind  con¬ 
templative  and  pious;  discoveries)  which  have)  no  doubt)  been 
granted  with  a  special  view  to  the  final  enlargment  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  Philosophy  stands  at  the  altar,  and  ministers  to 
i*eligion.  Science  prepares  the  way  of  the  Lord,  The  gloomy  days 
are  past  when  a  mathematician  was  denounced  as  a  conjurer. 
Astronomy  has  been  made  subvervient  to  navigation;  and  an 
Anson,  a  Cook,  and  other  enterprising  men  have  encompassed 
the  globe  with  less  difficulty  tlmn  the  Phcenicians  and  Greeks 
coasted  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  By  means  of  navigation, 
the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth  have  become  accessible.  Wafted, 
by  propitious  gales,  to  every  distant  shore,  the  heralds  of  Christi¬ 
anity  will  blow  the  evangelical  tinimpet,  and  summon. the  sons  of 
idolatry  to  rally  round  the  cross  of  Jesus. 

Has  our  glorious  Redeemer  been  entrusted  with  universal,  un¬ 
limited  dominion  over  all  persons  and  events  ?  It  is  that  he  may 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  has  given  him.  It  is 
that  he  may  direct  all  events  to  the  main  object;  the  advancement 
of  his  kingdom. 

2.  The  genius  of  the  Christian  religion  qualifies  it  to  be  the 
universal  religion  of  the  world.  Sent  from  heaven,  and,  in  its 
doctrines,  precepts,  and  promises,  admirably  adapted,  not  only  to  • 
our  rational  nature,  but  to  our  lapsed  state,  it  possesses  the  unri¬ 
valled  pre-eminence.  A  comparative  view  of  the  Jewish,  the  pa¬ 
gan,  and  mahometan  religions,  Avill  convince  you  that  they  are 
not  calculated  to  be  either  permanent  or  universal.  Paganism! 
Mahometanism!  Their  systems  how  defective!  Their  doctrines 
how  absurd!  Their  tendency  how  immoral!  But  the  comparison  is 
useful.  Like  a  deep  shade  in  a  picture,  they  serve  to  display  the  ^ 
glory  of  Christianity  to  greater  adrantage. 

3.  Is  not  the  Christian  religion  intended  to  become  the  uni¬ 
versal  religion  of  the  world,  that  all  mankind  may  have  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Saviour?  Is  he  not  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  the  official 
Saviour  of  the  whole  world?  Arc  not  the  persons,  whom  he  sa\’cs, 
said  to  come  from  the  east,  and  the  west,  and  the  north,  and  the 
south  ?  Did  not  John  see  before  the  throne  a  great  multitude^  winch 
no  man  could  number^  of  all  nations^  and  kindreds^  and  fieofilcy  and 
tongues  ?  Is  not  the  form  of  the  celestial  city  four  square  ?  Has  it 
not  four  sides,  facing,  as  it  were,  the  four  great  quarters  of  our 
world?  Has  it  not  twelve  gates,  three  in  each  side?  A  plain  inti¬ 
mation  that  into  it  there  is  abundant  access  for  sinners  of  mankind, 
and  that  its  inhabitants  are  to  be  collected  from  all  the  countries^ 
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f)f  our  world,  between  the  eastern  verge  of  Asia,  and  the  western 
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boundary  of  America,  and  between  the  north  and  the  south  poles. 

4.  The  prophecies  and  the  promises  are  sufficiently  explicits 
By  all  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  the  great  enlai'gement  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  the  last  and  best  limes  of  the  world,  has  been 
predicted.  Revealed  to  the  ancient  patriarchs,  the  joyful  event 
was  by  them  disclosed  to  contemporary  believers.  The  promise 
given  to  Abraham,  was  renewed  to  Isaac,  and  confirmed  to  Jacob. 
What  promise?  that  in  their  seed  all  the  nations  and  families  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed.  Their  seed!  Who?  The  apostle  an¬ 
swers,  rather  anticipates,  the  question.  Their  seed  is  Christ,  In 
him  shall  sinful  mm  be  blessed^  and  him  shall  they  call  blessed.  The 
Father  hath  promised  to  set  his  hand  in  the  sea^  or  the  islands  of 
of  the  sea,  and  his  right  hand  in  the  rivers^  or  the  continents, 
which  are  intersected  and  watered  by  a  variety  of  famous  rivers- 
We  are  assured  that  all  mds  of  the  earth  shall  remember  and  turn 
unto  the  Lordy  and  all  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worshifi  before 
him. 

Let  us  bless  our  most  merciful  God  for  the  gospel  of  his 
grace.  Foolish  and  feeble  as  the  sons  of  reason  call  the  preaching 
of  the  cross,  we  know  that  it  is  the  power  of  God.  It  pleaseth  God 
by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  who  believe.  It  was  this 
that  threw  down  the  walls  of  pagan  Jericho.  It  was  this  that 
threw  down  the  walls  of  mystical  Babylon.  It  was  this  that  ena¬ 
bled  an  obscure  monk  to  give  the  throne  of  Antichrist  a  shock  so 
rude,  that  it  has  not  ceased  to  totter  on  its  base. 

Mr.  Editor,  / 

Lately  I  was  gratified,  in  a  high  degree,  by  attending  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  female  children  instructed  in  schools  under  the  su¬ 
perintendence  of  an  association  of  pious  young  women  of  this  city, 
denominated  “  The  Philadelphia  Union  Society.''  The  knowledge  of 
the  existence  and  laudable  exertions  of  this  society,  owing  to  the 
modesty  of  its  members,  has  been  confined  to  a  few  individuals. 
The  institution  under  their  care  is,  I  think,  worthy  of  public  no¬ 
tice;  and  if  you  will  give  this  communication  a  place  in  your  use¬ 
ful  Magazine,  you  will  render  service  to  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  religion. 

This  charitable  institution  arose  in  the  following  manner.  In 
two  of  the  presbyterian  congregations  of  this  city,  were  formed 
two  female  societies  for  religious  exercises.  These  societies  be¬ 
came  united  with  a  view  that  their  members  might  employ  a  part 
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of  their  time  in  instructing  poor  female  children.  They  accor¬ 
dingly  op>ened  a  school  for  the  reception  of  such  children,  who 
were  taught  by  a  stated  preceptress,  assisted  daily  by  one  or  two 
of  the  society.  At  length  the  number  of  children  so  increased,  that 
the  young  ladies  resolved  to  open  a  second  school,  and  employ 
another  preceptress.  Each  of  these  schools  is  now  regularly  and 
daily  attended  by  one  member  of  the  society.  The  number  of 
children  instructed  in  the  two  schools,  amounts  to  about  eighty. 

The  children  are  taught  the  elements  of  knowledge;  to  spell, 
to  read,  to  write,  to  cypher,  and  to  sew.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  their  religious  instruction.  They  not  only  read  the  holy 
scriptures,  but  commit  to  memory  select  portions  of  it.  Particu¬ 
lar  care  is  taken  to  teach  them  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Cate¬ 
chism.  The  daily  exercises  of  the  school  are  introduced  and  closed 
by  pi*ayer  and  the  singing  of  a  psalm  or  hymn  which  likewise 
they  commit  to  memory. 

The  progress  which  the  children  have  made  in  learning,  I 
can  assure  you,  Mr.  Editor,  is  very  considerable.  At  the  exami¬ 
nation,  the  higher  classes  read  remarkably  well,  and  repeated  their 
catechism  correctly.  Specimens  of  writing  were  exhibited  which 
did  honour  to  the  children  and  to  their  instructors.  During  the 
whole  of  the  examination,  all  the  scholars  behaved  with  g^eat 
propriety ;  and  when  addi*essed  at  the  close  by  a  clergyman,  they 
paid  a  decent  attention,  and  some  appeared  so  affected  with  his 
pious  exhortation  as  to  shed  tears.  It  was  a  pleasing  sight  indeed 
to  behold  assembled  in  one  room,  nearly  eighty  poor  female  chil¬ 
dren,  giving  such  promising  specimens  of  their  improvement  in 
knowledge;  children  who,  were  it  not  for  this  benevolent  institu¬ 
tion,  would  probably  (at  least  many  of  them)  grow  up  in  ignorance, 
if  not  in  vice. 

This  institution  derives  its  support  from  an  annual  subscrip¬ 
tion  of  one  dollar  by  a  number  of  individuals,  and  from  occasion¬ 
al  donations  of  a  larger  amount  made  by  liberal  persons.  Who 
can  refuse  to  subscribe,  to  such  a  charitable  institution,  the  small 
sum  of  one  dollar  a  year?  and  how  much  to  be  pitied  arc  those 
who,  though  able  to  contribute,  yet  can  withdraw,  after  having 
subscribed  it,  this  pittance  of  charity  !  Surely  such  an  institution 
has  strong  claims  upon  the  liberality  of  our  citizens.  Much  good 
has  it  done  already,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  continue  to 
do  good.  There  are  few  objects  to  which  charity  can  be  applied, 
with  a  fairer  prospect  of  rendering  service  to  the  cause  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  religion.  Permit  me,  then,  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
liberal  to  this  benev  ©lent  and  pious  institution,  and  entreat  them 
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to  recollect  it  in  the  distribution  oC  that  poition  of  their  income 
which  they  consecrate  to  charitable  purpose^,* 


COMMENT  ON  I  THESS.  V.  18. 

Li  ~€very  thing  give  thanks. 

There  is  a  ti'adition,  that,  in  the  planting  of  New-Eogland, 
the  first  settlers  met  witli  many  difficulties  and  hardships,  as  is 
generaJly  the  case  when  a  civilized  people  attempt  establishing 
themselves  in  a  wilderness  country.  Being  men  of  piety,  they 
sought  relief  from  Heaven,  by  laying  their  wants  and  distresses 
before  the  Lord  in  frequent  set  days  of  fasting  and  prayer.  Con¬ 
stant  meditation  and  discourse  on  their  difficulties  kept  their  minds 
gloomy  and  discontented ;  and,  like  the  children  of  Israel,  there 
were  many  disposed  to  return  to  tlmt  Egypt,  which  persecution 
had  induced  them  to  abandon.  At  length,  when  it  was  proposed 
in  one  of  their  assemblies  to  proclaim  a  fast,  a  farmer,  of  plain 
sense,  rose,  and  remarked,  that  the  inconveniences  they  suffered, 
and  concerning  which  they  had  so  often  wearied  heaven  with 
their  complaints,  were  not  so  great  as  they  might  have  expected^ 
andnvere  diminishing  every  day  as  the  colony  strengthened;  that 
the  earth  began  to  reward  their  toil,  and  to  furnish  Itberalij  for 
their  subsistence  ;  that  the  seas  and  rivers  were  full  of  fish,  the 
ail'  sweet,  the  climate  liealthy,  and  al)ove  all,  that  they  were  in  the 
fiill  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  religious  liberty;  he,  therefore, 
thought,  that  reflecting  and  conversing  on  these  subjects  would  be 
more  comfortable,  as  tending  more  to  make  them  contented  with 
their  skuation;  and  tliat  it  would  be  more  becoming  the  gratitude 
they  owed  to  the  divine  Being,  if^  instead  of  a  fast,  they  should 
appoint  a  thanksgiving.  His  advice  was  taken,  and,'  from  that  day 
to  this,  they  liave,  in  every  year,  observed  circumstances  of  pub¬ 
lic  felicity  sufficient  to  furnish  cause  for  a  thanksgiving-day,  which 
is,  therefore,  constantly  ordered  and  religiously  observed.” 

Dr,  B,  FranklirCs  Kssays, 

*  Should  any  person  feel  disposed  to  make  a  donation  to  this  institu-  * 
tion,  he  may  leave  it  with  one  of  the  ppcshj’terian  clergy,  and  it  will  be 
handed  to  the  society. 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


ON  Thursday,  May  the  Slst,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Assembly  of  the  Presbjterian 
church,  convened  in  the  First  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church  in  Philadelphia,  and  was 
opened  by  an  appropriate  discourse,  de¬ 
livered  by  the  moderator  of  the  last  Ge¬ 
neral  Assembly. 

Monday,  the  25th,  was  spent  by  them 
in  a  free  conversation  on  the  ^neral 
state  of  reli^on  within  their  l^unds; 
and  in  the  evening,  the  missionary  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  in  the  3d  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church  before  them,  by  the  Rev. 
Gideon  Blackburn;  their  missionary  to 
the  Cherokee  Indians;  when  a  collection 
for  missionary  purposes  was  taken  up, 
amounting  to  546  dollars. 

On  Tuesday,  the  26th,  the  committee 
of  missions  made  a  long  and  interesting 
report,  and  in  connexion  with  it,  they 
read  various  parts  of  the  journals  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  which  merited  the  attention  of 
the  General  Assembly.  This  report  re<^ 
presented  the  missionary  labours  as  pro¬ 
ductive  of  very  beneficial  effects  to  those 
places  which  were  visited  by  missiona¬ 
ries;  and  gave  a  very  promising  ac¬ 
count  of  the  state  of  the  two  missions  to 
the  Indians.  Parts  of  this  report  may  be 
published  in  future  numbers  of  the  Ma¬ 
gazine.  In  the  present  number  will'  be 
round  interesting  extracts  from  reports 
of  two  missionaries,  to  the  committee  of 
missions. 

THE  fbllowing  report  was  drawn  up 
by  a  committee  appointed  to  take  notes 
•f  the  free  conversation  on  the  state  of 
religion. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  General 

Assembly,  on  the  state  of  Religion,  for 

the  year  1807. 

THE  assembly  having  heard  from  its 
members  a  circumstantial  account  of  the 
state  of  religion  within  their  bounds  and 
parts  adjacent,  are  of  opinion,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year,  the  cause  of  vital  piety 
has  in  general  been  progressive. 

In  such  portions  ot  the  country  as  have 
been  favoured  witli  the  regular  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  gospel  ordinances,  and  in 
such  vacant  congregations  as  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  usual  supplies  from  the  pres¬ 
byteries,  there  appears  in  ^neral  a  gra¬ 
dual  advancement  in  know^dge  ana  re¬ 
spect  for  divine  institutions. 

VoL.  III. 


Throughout  a  mat  part  of  the  vast 
region  to  which  the  assembly  extdlKled 
their  inquiries,  new  churches  arc  form¬ 
ing,  ana  those  already  formed  are  re¬ 
ceiving  successively  additional  members. 
Migp*ations  from  some  parts,  particularly 
those  which  are  central,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  reduce  the  churches,  bat 
furnish  on  the  south  western  frontier,  the 
seeds  of  new  congregations. 

In  various  congregations  belonging  to 
the  synod  of  New-York,  and  New-Jersey, 
we  are  presented  with  evidences  of  Al- 
,  mighty  power,  and  grace  accompanying 
the  word  of  God,  and  producing  happy 
effects. 

Similar  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
different  churches  under  the  care  of  the 
genera]  association  of  Connecticut,  and  of 
the  convention  of  Vermont,  likewise  de¬ 
mand  our  offerings  of  fervent  gratitude  to 
God,  for  his  great  mercies.  These  divine 
favours,  though  not  widely  extendedin  any 
particular  district,  are  of  great  impor¬ 
tance;*  and  the  more  so,  as  they  have  ex¬ 
tended  their  influence  to  the  young  men 
in  one  or  more  literary  institutions;  where 
are  generally  formed  those  characters, 
on  whom,  under  God,  depend  in  a  great 
measure,  the  important  concerns  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  nation. 

In  those  parts,  silent  solemnity,  and  deep 
impression,  pervade  the  saving  work  of 
God.  And  the  churches  throughout,  in¬ 
cluding  our  brethren  of  the  general  asso¬ 
ciation  of  Connecticut  and  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Vermont,  are  harmenioualy  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  promotion  of  religpon,  and 
dwell  in  peace.  The  last  extraordinary 
revivals  of  religion  in  the  sooth  and  west 
appear  to  be  gradually  declining;  leaving 
in  our  view,  many  fervent  followers  and 
friends  of  the  Saviour,  who  stand  ready 
to  do  whatever  their  hands  find  to  be 
done  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  their  feUow  men.  Whilst  these 
parts  of  the  church  exhibit  sundry  causes 
of  serious  and  anxious  solicitude,  they  stiU 
present  to  new  many,  whose  convictions 
and  pressing  inquiries,  give  ground  for 
comfortable  expectations;  and  in  various 
comers  of  this  part  of  the  vineyard,  the 
operations  of  almighty  power  and  sove¬ 
reign  grace  arrest  the  attention  and  de-f 
mand  thanksgiving. 

Their  missionaries  in  different  pifts 
have  manifesteal  a  zttA  and  industry  equfil 
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to  the  expectations  of  the  Assembly,  and, 
by  their  labours,  have,  we  trust,  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  producing' tho8e.^eat  bene¬ 
fits  to  mankind,  which  will  be  the  most 
grateful  reward  of  the  liberal  contribu¬ 
tions,  which  our  people  have  made  for 
missionary'  purposes. 

We  also  view  with  solicitous  expecta¬ 
tion,  the  cautious  advances  of  two  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  apparent  dis|K)sition  to 
subject  themselves  to  the  benign  influ¬ 
ences  of  civilization,  Kterature  and  reli¬ 
gion,  though  marked  with  their  usual 
caution  and  suspicion,  have  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress  and  exhibit  favourable 
appearances. 

For  these  great  blessings,  let  God  be 
praised. — But  alas !  in  connexion  with 
the  review  of  these  manifestations  of  di¬ 
vine  love  and  mercy,  many  humbling  evi- 
dences  of  human  depravity  and  weakness 
constrain  us  to  painful  remarks. 

The  sincere  worshippers  of  God,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  great  mass  of  society,  ap¬ 
pear  few :  the  important  duties  of  domes¬ 
tic  religion,  in  many  instances,  are  ne¬ 
glected:  and  in  many,  are  only  partially 
attended  to.  The  assembly  also  deplore 
the  obviously  increasing  dereliction  of 
truth;  which  in  some  parts,  pervades  all 
classes  of  sociely:  the  prevalence  of  the 
profanation  of  the  sacred  names  of  Jeho¬ 
vah;  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath;  and  in 
many  parts,  debasing  intemperance  in 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  They  deplore 
likewise,  the  prevalent  inordinate  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  things,  and  to  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  the  world. 

We  have  still  cause  to  lament,  that  in 
those  situations  where  attendance  is  most 
convenient,  and  the  advantages  for  re¬ 
ligious  improvement  are  great,  many  of 
our  people  forsake  their  religious  assem¬ 
blies  on  one  part  of  the  day.  But  above 
all,  and  in  close  and  fatal  union  with  the 
last  and  the  preceding  evils,  they  deplore 
the  prevalence  of  unbelief,  that  state  of 
mind  which  is  enmity  against  God;  re¬ 
proaches  his  truth;  and  .contemns  the 
amiable  glories  of  redeeming  love. 

In  clA'-umstances  highly  distinguished 
by  the  blessings  of  heaven,  both  in  a  re¬ 
ligious  and  civil  view,  especially  when 
contrasted  with  the  state  of  many  na¬ 
tions  ;  such  evidences  of  ingratitude  and 
impiety,  present  alarming  provocations 
Wir  holy  God.  They  awfully  increase  our 
guilt,  and  rouse  our  fears.  Surefy  the 
Lbrd  is  long  suffering,  and  of  tender 
mercies.  Therefore,  amidst  all  oiir  pro¬ 
vocations  we  ore  permitted  to  view'  Zion 


rising  with  increasing  glories  and  exten¬ 
sion,  and  to  see  some  Tate  arrangements 
for  increasing  the  number  of  pious  and 
faithful  ministers,  opening  a  flattering 
prospect  in  this  important  concern. 

The  assembly  upon  the  whole,  praise 
God  for  the  degree  of  success  with  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  crown  their  ef¬ 
forts  for  the  extension  of  his  kingdom, 
and  the  edification  of  the  body  of  Christ; 
And  relying  on  the  liberal  contributions 
and  pious  co-operation  of  their  people, 
both  by  their  holy  living  and  fer^’ent 
prayers  to  God,  design  to  prosecute,  un¬ 
der  the  encouragements  with  which  they 
are  favoured,  with  redoubled  diligence, 
the  great  and  interesting  undertakings 
which  have  hitherto  employed  their  carea 
and  their  labours. 

Report  of  the  Rev.  Jno.  Rice,  to  the 

chairman  of  the  committee  of  missions, 

dated  Charlotte  County,  Virginia,  20th 

April,  1807. 

Meverend  ami  Dear  Sir, 

IT  is  time  that  I  should  give  an  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  I  have  executed 
that  commission  which  was  given  to  me 
by  the  committee  of  missions.  I  address 
myself  to  them,  through  you  their  chair¬ 
man. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete 
view  of  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to 
make  a  brief  statement  of  affairs  from 
the  period  of  ray  settlement  in  this 
church,  until  the  time  when  I  received 
your  com-mission. 

A  little  nwre  than  two  years  ago,  I  un¬ 
dertook  the  pastoral  charge  of  Cub  Creek 
congregation,  in  the  county  of  Charlotte. 
My  engagement  is  to  minister  to  my  peo¬ 
ple  three  sabbaths  in  every  month,  i 
found  in  the  congregation,  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  black  people  professing  religion. 

I  thought  that  they  merged  attention ; 
and,  though  I  could  ill  afford  to  make 
such  a  gift,  I  determined  to  give  them 
that  portion  of  my  time  which  w  as  at  my 
own  disposal.  The  communicating  of 
religious  instruction  to  this  unfortunate 
race  of  men,  I  consider  as  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance,  and  deserving 
much  greater  sacrifices  than  this.  The 
time  which  I  employed  in  preaching  to 
them  in  the  course  of  the  year,  amounted 
to  about  three  months.  During  this  pe¬ 
riod,  I  baptized  six  adults,  and  forty- 
eight  children. 

Since  your  commission  was  received,, 
I  have  not  employed  less  time  in  labour¬ 
ing  for  them  than  was  before  spent  in  that 
service.  My  custom  indeed  has  been,  to 
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preich  a  set  tennon  to  them  once  In  the  before  done.  And  as  I  am  convinced  that 
month;  and,  on  other  Sabbath  days,  the  best,  perhaps  the  only  eff'ectual  way 
either  to  preach  after  dismissinji^  the  of  instructing^  very  ignorant  people,  is  to 
white  people,  or  deliver  an  exhortation,  catechise  them,  1  resolved  to  engage  in 
as  my  strength  would  permit  this  work.  Now  in  order  to  carry  this 

My  manner  of  preaching  has  been  to  design  into  execution,  it  was  neccai»ry 
accommodate  my  discourse  as  well  as  that  on  Sabbath  days,  the  negroes  should 
possible  to  the  capacities  of  the  ma  jority  be  assemb^d  at  church,  and  as  the  ma- 
of  my  audience,  ami  uniformly  to  address  jority  cannot  read,  that  the  words  of  the 
them  on  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  re-  catechism  should  be  repeated,  until  they 
Ugion.  I  presume  that  it  is  not  necessary  were  hxed  in  the  memorj'.  But  as  thia 
to  insert  in  this  report  a  catalogue  of  would  be  a  very  irksome  business,  it  was 
texts,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  proposed  that  these  meetings  shwld  lie 
preaching  on  them.  Instead  of  this,  it  converted  into  a  kind  of  Sunday  school,, 
may  be  satisfactory  to  give  a  specimen,  in  which  by  the  assistance  of  thoae  who 
in  a  very  few  sentences,  of  the  style  in  already  could  read,  the  rest  might  IWi 
which  1  address  my  black  congregations,  instructed.  The  execution  of  this  plan,  1 
•*  I  shall  preach  to  the  Mack  people  had  ve^  much  at  heart.  . 

**  to-day,  from  the  3d  chapter  of  John,  Sometime  in  the  winter,  a  man  who 
and  the  36th  verse.  He  that  believeth  has  been  a  professor  for  twenty  years,  1 
on  the  Son,  hath  everlasting  life ;  and  suppose,  asked  for  books  for  his  children. 

**  be  that  believeth  not,  &c.  This  pas-  “  1  have  been  trying,  says  he,  in  my  poor 
sage  of  scripture  contains  some  very  way,  to  love  aiid  serve  God,  and  I  fe^ 

“  important  truths,  and  1  wish  you  all  strong  desires  that  my  children  may  do 
**  to  remember  it.  1  will  therefore  read  so  too.  1  have  learnt  them  to  read  in  the 
it  again.  He  that  believeth,  &c.  I  told  spelling  book,  and  now  I  want  some  tes- 
“  you  that  the  text  was  in  the  tliird  taments  and  hymn  books,  that  they  may 
**  chapter  of  John.  Now  this  John  was  learn  to  read  God’s  word,  and  sing  hia 
“  one  of  the  disciples  of  our  Saviour,  praise.”  I  gave  him  the  books  for  w'hioH 
when  he  was  upon  this  earth;  and  he  asked;  and  it  would  have  done  any 
**  John  was  directed  to  write  a  book  for  man’s  heart  good,  to  see  with  what  gra- 
**  the  purpose  of  instructing  people  in  the  titude  he  received  them.  Since  this,  se- 
“  way  of  salvation.  This  book  is  called  veral  requests  of  a  similar  kind  have 
**  the  gospel  according  to  St  John;  that  been  made. 

“  is  the  gospel  which  was  written  by  In  this  country,  those  who  profess  re- 
“  him.  It  is  called  the  gospel,  because  ligion,  are  very  .much  divided  in  their 
**  it  brings  us  good  news.  My  text  is  an  tenets.  In  my  neighbourhood,  there  are 
“  instance  of  it  He  that  believeth  on  the  no  less  than  six  different  denomination# 
**  Son,  hath  everlasting  life.  Is  not  this  of  Christians.  These  divisions  have  ex- 

“  the  best  new’s  that  ever  a  poor  sinner  tended  to  the  black  people.  The - - 

“  heard?  Now  when  you  hear  the  minis-  -  are  more  numerous,  »>eyond  all 
**  ter  say,  that  the  text  is  in  John,  or  in  comparison,  than  any  other  denomina- 
“  the  gospel  of  John,  I  hope  you  will  un-  tion.  Including  all  colours,  there  are  not 
“  derstand  what  is  meant  by  it  Well,  fewer  than  twenty  preachers  of  that  sect 
now,  if  you  will  listen  to  me,  I  will  en-  in  Charlotte  county.  Jt  is  unpleasant  to 
deavour  to  explain  the  text  to  you.  In  me  to  make  the  remark,  but  it  is  true, 
**  the  first  place,  then,  I  will  talk  a  little  that  their  teachers  in  thete  partty  are  ex- 
•*  about  the  person  who  is  called  the  Son,  tremely  ignorant  and  illiterate  men. 
**  in  the  text  In  the  next  place,  I  will  Their  views,  of  course,  are  limited,  and 
“  tr)’  to  explain  what  it  is  to  believe  on  their  minds  fillecL  with  prejudices. 
**  the  Son;  then  I  will  say  something  These  contracted  views  and  pre^jndices 
**  about  that  everlasting  life  which  they  have  been,  it  seems,  communicated  to 
“  have  who  believe  on  the  Son.  And,  in  their  disciples  of  all  €01001*8.  And  they 
^  the  last  place,  I  will  speak  a  little  of  the  have  a  powerful  influence,  even  where  no 
“dreadful  consequences  of  not  believ-  professionofveligionis  made.  Now  among 
“  ing,*’  &c.  these  people,  it  is  a  maxim  very  firmly 

This  is  tlic  manner  of  all  my  sermons  established,  that  “  Human  learning  is  of 
to  this  poor  uninstructed  race  of  men.  no  use.”  And  many  of  the  poor  blacks 
After  the  reception  of  your  cummis-  are  taught  to  believe,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
tion,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  more  cessity  tor  learning  to  read  the  scriptimes. 
attention  to  the  instruction  of  the  ne-  The  Spirit,  say  they,  will  teach  all 
groes  in  religious  doctrine,  than  1  had  that  we  wish  to  know*.  One  or  two  how- 


ever  of  these  have  applied  to  me  for  tes¬ 
taments.  I  gave  them,  though  the  dona¬ 
tion  was  made  by  the  assembly  to  the 
black  people,  in  Cub  Creek  congrega¬ 
tion.  ' 

The  relinquishment  of  the  plan  of  cate¬ 
chising  rendered  it  proper,  and 'in  some 
sort  necessary,  that  I  should  be  more  di¬ 
ligent  in  communicating  instruction  by 
preaching.  But  in  this  business  too,  ex¬ 
cept  in  my  own  congregation,  I  met  with 
difficulties.  The  negroes  who  go  to 
church  at  all,  have  long  been  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  goin^  to  hear  only  the  ■■  . 

The  prejudices  which  1  mentioned  above, 
prevented  their  attending  my  appoint¬ 
ments  even  when  made  expressly  for 
them.  So  that,  when  I  first  began  to 
preach  to  them,  I  often  had  no  more  than 
seven  or  eight  hearers.  To  destroy  this 
evil  as  mu<^  as  possible,  I  have  taken  oc¬ 
casion,  whenever  opportunity  served,  of 
conversing  with  these  people  on  religious 
subjects.  In  these  conversations,  1  chiefly 
insisted  on  the  importance  of  religious  in¬ 
struction  ;  and  invited  all  black  people  to 
come  and  hear  me  preach.  In  visiting  the 
families  of  my  charge^  at  the  times  of 
prayer,  1  have  made  it  a  point,  in  a  fami¬ 
liar  way,  to  address  myself  to  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  the  household,  and  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  explain  and  enforce  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  the  duties  of  religion.  These 
measures  have  been  attended  with  great¬ 
er  success  than  I  expected.  The  number 
attending  my  preaching  has  gp^atly  in¬ 
creased,  and  still  goes  on  to  increase.  1 
am  now  heard  every  month  by  many,  who, 
when  1  received  your  commission,  held 
me  in  very  great  abhorrence. 

Every  circumstance  being  considered, 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  view,  I 
think  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that 
your  missionary  has  not  laboured  in  vain. 
They  who  are  not  conversant  with  this 
class  of  men  in  our  country,  have  no  idea 
of  their  ippiorance  on  religious  subjects, 
nf  the  strong  delusions  which  have  pos¬ 
sessed  their  minds,  and  of  their  pertina¬ 
city  in  cleaving  to  the  most  extravagant 
'  errors.  Though  born  and  educated  in 
Virginia,  1  had  no  adequate  conception  of 
these  things,  until  1  undertook  the  office 
of  their  instructor.  It  is  not,  however, 
my  opinion,  that  they  are  more  undocile, 
perverse,  and  obstinate  than  people  of 
'another  colour  would  be  in  the  same  situa¬ 
tion.  Indeed,  those  black  people  who  have 
had  any  instructions  worth  the  name,  are 
as  intelligent  and  as  docile  as  the  whites. 
We  have  in  our  congregation  a  number 
of  very  respectable  professors.  Although 


therefbte  there  are  many  difHciilties  in 
the  way  of  christianizing*  the  blacks  in 
Virginia,  yet  1  think  that  there  is  encou¬ 
ragement  to  proceed  vigorously  in  the 
work.  Attention  is  paid  to  the  few  dwind¬ 
ling  tribes  of  Indians  on  our  frontiers; 
but  here  is  a  numerous  and  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  race  of  men  amongst  ourselves, 
whose  best  interests  are  greatly,  and  in 
many  places  totally  neglected.  Thou¬ 
sands  are  perishing  for  want  of  instruc¬ 
tion.  But  I  need  not  use  any  efforts  to  in¬ 
terest  the  feelings  of  the  committee  in 
behalf  of  these  unhappy  men. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  before  I  close 
this  report,  that  those  who  are  truly  in 
earnest  in  their  profession,  are  the  best 
servants  in  the  countrj'.  They  are  sober, 
temperate,  honest,  industrious,  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  their  own  masters  in  all  thing^. 

A^  your  missionary,  1  have  not  made 
any  applications  for  money.  My  reason 
for  this  is  that,  as  an  agent  for  the  pres¬ 
bytery,  to  which  1  belong,  I  have  been 
so  much  employed  in  soliciting  donations, 
that  1  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  make 
any  farther  applications. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  have 
a  full  view  of  the  state  of  my  black  con¬ 
gregation. 

The  number  of  communicants 
when  I  took  charge  of  the 
congp*egation,  -  -  .  64 

Baptized,  from  March  1805,  to  — 

'  March  1806,  adults  .  .  6 

Infants  ....  48 

Baptized,  from  March  1806,  to 
March  1807,  adults  .  .  8 

Infants  ....  7 

Total  baptized,  14  55 
Number  now  in  full  communion,  78. 

It  would  delight  your  heart,  sir,  to  see 
such  a  number  of  poor  black  slaves  setting 
around  the  communion  table  of  that  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  respects  no  man’s  person,  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  privileges  of  the  sons  of 
God  ;  and  as  we  freed  from  the  bon¬ 
dage  of  the  Devil,  and  the  slavery  of  sin. 

if  the  committee  of  missions  think  that 
the  “  black  people  of  Charlotte,  and  its 
vicinity”  merit  their  attention,  I  will  ac¬ 
cept  of  a  commission  for  three  months. 
If  objects  ot  greater  importance  present 
themselves,  and  claim  your  attention,  I 
shall  continue  as  far  as  regard  to  my 
worldly  concerns  will  permit,  to  labour 
among  these  people* 

*  I  use  this  term  because  so  many  of 
these  people  are  in  a  state  little  better 
than  Heathenism. 
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That  God  may  give  to  you,  sir,  and  to 
the  committee  over  which  you  preside,  a 
double  portion  of  his  Spirit;  and  that  he 
may  bestow  upon  you  the  rich  reward  of 
seeing  your  labours  blest  to  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  souls,  and  the  extension  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom,  is  the  prayer  of. 
Dear  Sir,  very  respectfully 
Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  H.  RICE. 

raOM  THE  THEOLOGICAL  AND  BIBLI¬ 
CAL  MAGAZINE. 

The  Directors  of  the  Mittionary  Society^ 
to  Christians  of  every  Denomination, 
on  the  Subject  of  the  yevit. 

{^Concluded from  page  191.) 

THE  union  of  Christians,  in  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  design,  w’ould  likewise  give 
additional  weight  to  the  natural  efficacy 
of  their  measures.  The  Jews  are  not 
strangers  to  the  discordances  which  sub¬ 
sist  among  Christians;  and  they  have 
made  use  of  them  as  a  shelter  for  their 
prejudices  against  the  gospel.  That 
Christians  should,  therefore,  by  a  com¬ 
mon  consent,  join  in  recommending  to 
their  reg^ard  the  blessings  of  the  gospel, 
must  appear  to  them  a  proof  of  the  sin¬ 
cerity,  as  it  is  hoped  that,  the  prudence 
and  affection  with  which  it  is  done,  will 
convince  them  of  the  benevolence  of  their 
intentions.  How  much  depends  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  design  is  carried 
Into  execution  must  be  apparent  to  every 
one.  That  the  genuine  spirit  of  Christi¬ 
anity  should  shine  with  a  bright  lustre, 
in  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  ostensibly 
its  advocates  and  propagators,  will  with 
justice  be  required;  and  no  zeal  or  acti¬ 
vity  whatever  can  compensate  for  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  its  mild  and  benignant  graces. 

With  what  pleasure  will  the  directors 
hear  of  the  adoption  of  such  measures, 
by  their  Christian  brethren,  in  everj’  part 
of  the  country  in  which  the  dispersed 
sons  of  Jacob  are  to  be  found!  With  how 
much  satisfaction  will  they  correspond 
with  those  who  are  en^af^d  in  them; 
communicate,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power, 
whatever  may  tend  to  their  usefulness 
and  success ;  and  be  themselves  in¬ 
structed,  stimulated,  and  encouraged  by 
their  example ! 

3dly,  Ministers  and  well-informed 
Christians,  who  live  in  places  remote  from 
the  usual  resorts  of  Jews,  may  assist 
those  engaged  in  the  work  by  advice,  in¬ 
formation,  and  the  efforts  of  their  pens. 
The  directors  will  be  happy  to  be  advised 
by  those,  whose  extensive  knowledge 
may  enable  them  to  state  what  have  been 


the  most  successful  means,  at  any  time 
employed  for  promoting  the  conversion 
of  the  Jews.  They  will  be  thanked  for 
interesting  narratives  of  Jews  converted 
to  Christianity;  concise  and  forcible  ad¬ 
dresses,  fitted  to  arouse  the  attention  of 
the  Jews,  and  excite  them  to  inquiry; 
brief  views  of  the  evidence  of  the  divine 
origin  of  Christianity;  argumentative 
tracts  on  the  most  prominent  points  at 
variance  between  Jews  and  Christians; 
plidn  and  appropriate  manuals  of  instruc¬ 
tion,  calculated  for  the  younger  Jews, 
and  such  as  are  inauiring  into  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gospel,  &c.*  The  directors, 
while  they  do  not  pledge  themselves  to 
send  to  the  press  every  communication 
which  they  may  receive,  will  thankfully 
acknowledge  all,  and  are  persuaded,  that 
there  will  be  but  few  from  which  they  will 
not  derive  advantage. 

4th,  Christians  engaged  in  commercial, 
manufacturing,  and  mechanical  occupa¬ 
tions,  especially  such  as  reside  in  or  near 
to  places  where  active  measures  are  pur¬ 
sued  for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  may 
most  essentially  assist  the  cause,  by  fur¬ 
nishing  employment  for  such  as  may 
stand  in  need  of  it,  when  they  have  sepa¬ 
rated  themselves  from  their  bretliren,  by 
making  a  profession  of  Christianity. 

It  is  well  known,  that  many  Jews  are 
brought  up  in  modes  of  life  not  very  com¬ 
patible  with  the  spirit  of  the  gospel.  For 
such,  suitable  occupations  must  be  found, 
that  the  effects  of  instruction  may  not  be 
counteracted  by  their  habits  and  pursuits. 
It  is  besides,  not  very  usual  for  Jews  to 
be  engaged  in  the  employment  of  Chris¬ 
tians;  and  it  follows  of  course,  that 
as  soon  as  a  Jew,  who  is  in  any  way 
dependent  upon  his  brethren,  manifests 
an  inclination  to  associate  with  Christians 
for  religious  purposes,  he  will  be  deprived 
of  his  mean.s  of  support,  and  be  obliged 
to  look  to  those,  by  whose  endeavours 
this  has  been  occasioned,  for  recommen¬ 
dation  and  protection. 

These  are  general  catet,  which  Chris¬ 
tians  must  resolve  to  make  provision  for, 
if  they  are  desirous  that  measures,  for 
evangelizing  the  Jews  should  be  zealous¬ 
ly  and  successfully  prosecuted. 

In  a  few  instances,  situations  have 
been  found  for  some  Jews  under  the  pa- 

*  A  learned  fi'iend  has  undertaken  to 
produce  a  connected  series  of  argumen¬ 
tative  addresses  to  the  Jews;  but  they 
will  not  render  unnecessary  others  of  a 
more  familiar  kind,  for  less  discriminate 
distribution- 
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tronapre  of  the  society,  throni^  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  friends.  There  arc  others,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  who  arc  in  want  of  occupations, 
and  whose  cases  require  immediate  at- 
tentioa  The  directors  would  therefore 
press  this  important  point  upon  the  re¬ 
gard  of  their  Christian  brethren,  especial¬ 
ly  such  as  reside  in  or  near  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  with  great  earnestness.  They  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  much  depends  upon  it,  and 
they  indulge  a  hope  that  the  zeal 
and  benevolence  of  the  friends  of  the 
cause,  mmU  enable  them  to  provide  for 
every  exigency  as  it  arises.  Situations 
are  wanted  for  adult  persons,  both  male 
and  female,  and  for  youths.  Those  who 
have  it  in  their  power  to  afford  immediate 
cmploNTnent  to  one  or  more  individuals, 
or,  would  instruct  one  in  an  occupation 
easily  to  be  acquired,  or  w'ould  take  a 
youth  as  an  apprentice ;  such  families  as 
arc  willing  to  take  a  Jewish  female  into 
their  service,  or  furnish  her  with  other 
suitable  employment,  are  requested  to 
send  their  names  to  the  treasurer  or  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  society,  stating  in  what  way 
they  can  assist  the  directors  in  this  respect. 

5th,  In  enumerating  the  several  ways 
in  which  Christians  may  contribute  to  the 
introduction  of  the  gospel  among  the 
Jews,  the  directors  cannot  omit  to  re¬ 
commend  to  their  attention  the  svipport 
of  the  funds  of  the  society.  The  necessity 
for  this  recommendation  is  as  obvious  as 
it  is  urgent.  It  is  not  to  be  thought  that, 
because  the  objects  of  this  mission  are 
at  our  doors,  the  expenses  of  it  will  be 
inconsiderable.  Excepting  the  conveyance 
of  missionaries  to  distant  places  of  labour, 
it  incurs  all  the  expenses  of  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  in  an  increased  degree ;  for  to  tlie 
charges  incurred  by  providing  for  their 
religious  instruction,  will,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  be  added  those  arising  from  the 
necessities  of  their  civil  conditions. 

The  directors  have  already  taken  mea¬ 
sures  for  establishing  a  free-school  for 
Jewish  children,  the  support  of  which 
must  be  entirely  derived  from  the  funds 
of  the  society.  The  printing  of  Tracts 
will  also  occasion  Considerable  expenses ; 
and  after  the  best  enumeration  of  the 
causes  of  expenditure  which  the  direc¬ 
tors  could  make,  there  would  remain 
some  which  they  had  overlooked.  It  is 
an  object  which  the  directors  are  very 
anxious  to  attain,  that  the  exertions  in 
behalf  of  the  Jews  should  not  be  the 
means  of  diminishing  the  funds  intended 
for  the  support  and  extension  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  to  the  Heathen.  They  beg  to  assure 
those  friends  of  the  Jewish  mission  who 


may  wish  to  contribute  to  it,  exclusively, 
that  their  donations  or  subscriptions  shi^ 
be  reserved  for  its  sole  use.  The  same 
shall  be  done  in  cases,  where  congrega¬ 
tions  may  feel  inc4ined  to  make  collec¬ 
tions  for  that  object,  and  also  with  regard 
to  any  testamentary  bequests  that  indi¬ 
viduals  may  make  in  its  behalf 

It  must  be  evident,  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  directors  carry  their  endea¬ 
vours,  will  be  determined  by  the  degree 
of  support  afforded  by  their  Christian 
brethren.  Their  own  views  and  desire* 
embrace  a  field  of  wide  extent;  but  their 
actual  exertions  must  be  restricted  by 
their  means  of  supporting  them.  At  pre¬ 
sent,  they  can  occupy  only  a  small  space ; 
it  is  the  object  of  this  address  to  widen 
the  sphere  of  activity,  and  to  extend  it 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  But 
this  still  falls  short  of  their  desires.  It  is 
the  commencement  of  a  work,  which  may 
ultimately  embrace  the  race  of  Abraham, 
wherever  dispersed,  at  which  they  aim, 
and  to  which  they  wish  to  stimulate  their 
Christian  brethren,  in  the  British  islands. 
Whenever,  therefore,  the  providence  of 
God  may  furnish  the  directors  with  ge¬ 
nuine  converts  from  among  the  Jews, 
endowed  with  suitable  grace  and  talents, 
it  is  their  intention  to  give  them  such  an 
education  as  may  fit  them  to  become,  not 
merely  preachers  to  their  brethren  in 
Great-Britain,  but  missionaries  to  their 
nation  in  foreign  countries. 

What  a  scope  for  the  most  energetic 
exeilions  of  Christian  charity  and  zeal 
thus  opens  to  our  view !  Shall  it  ex¬ 
pand  itself  before  our  eyes  in  vain  ?  The 
directors  are  confident  that  it  cannot  be. 
They  have  reason  to  believe,  that  there 
are  not  a  few  Christians,  whose  partiality 
for  the  Jewish  mission,  and  desire  to  see 
it  undeitaken,  are  very  stronj^ :  and  from 
these  they  are  sure  of  receiving  support, 
as  soon  as  their  endeavours  have  assinn* 
ed  publicity.  The  attachment  which  ma- 
.ny  feel  to  the  object,  on  its  own  account, 
will  be  not  a  little  increased  by  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  influence,  which  it  will 
most  probably  have  in  extending  the 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  among  Heathen 
nations. 

That  a  close  connexion  subsists  be¬ 
tween  the  calling  of  the  fulness  of  tlie 
Gentiles,  and  the  conversion  of  the  Jews, 
the  scriptures  warrant  us  to  believe. 
Even  the  opinion  that  the  latter  event  will 
precede  tlie  former,  and  that  the  believ¬ 
ing  Jews  will  become  the  chief  instru¬ 
ments  of  introducing  the  Heathen  nations 
to  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  is  not  destitute 


of  probability.  WhiteTertnifhinay  be  in 
the  supposition^  this  can  hardly  be  doubt¬ 
ed*  that  they  will  be  well  calculated  for 
such  an  emplovment,  by  intimate  inters 
course  with  almost  aK  the  nations  on  the 
earth;  by  knowledge  of  their  langtiaftes^ 
and  of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages 
afforded  by  their  manners  and  opinions; 
and  by  the  zeal  asd. assiduity  with  which 
they  prosecute  any  fiivourite  object. 

Whether,  therefore,  the  mission  of  the 
Jews  he;  considered  in  reference  to  their 
conversion  as  men,— to  tbeir  ancient  re- 
latfon  to  God,  aa  bis  people, — to  their 
present  unhappy  circumstances,  as  under 
the  awful  tokens  of  hia  displeasure,— or. 


powers,  in  the  kin^om  of  glory?  h# 
reigns,  directing,  with  unerring  wisdom, 
the  affairs  of  men  to  the  advancement  of 
his  kingdom  of  grace;  and  he  shall  reign 
until  every  knee  shall  bow  to  him,  and 
every  tongue  confess,  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  his  dominion  and  authority,  to 
the  glcay  of  God  the  Father.  Soon  may 
it  be  80.  Amen  and  Amen  ! 

A  letter  from  Peter  Kluge,  Missionary 
among  the  Delawares,  on  the  river 
Wabash,  to  G.  H.  Loskiel,  at  Bethle* 
hem,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  V806. 
Taken  from  the  Evangelical  Magazine* 
**  Dear  Brother, 


to*  the  predicted  restoration  to  their  lost 
privileges,  nothing  can  surpass,  nay,  equal 
it  in  importance,  desirableness,  and  obli¬ 
gation.  It  eminently  possesses  every  re¬ 
quisite  to  call  forth  and  employ  the  best 
energies  of  holy  zeaL  They  who  now  sow 
may  not,  it  is  true,  reap  the  wished-for 
fWnt;  but,  in  the  harvest,  are  the  labours 
of  him  who  prepared  the  soil  and  cast  in 
the  seed  consid^'ed  void  of  honour  ? 
But  .the  gracious  Lord  of  the  harvest 
will  not  leave  his  fsithful  labourers  U’ith- 
out  some  encouraging  marks  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  approbation.  The  society  have  been 
already  recompensed  beyond  their  ezpec- 
tation^  for  tb^  unworthy  endeavours. 
Three  persons  from  the  Jewish  nation 
have  been  added  to  the  Christian  church, 
and  others  are  apparently  advancing  in 
fitness  for  the  Same  privilege.  Some,  of 
Christian  extraction,  have  attributed  their 
conversion  to  the  endeavours  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Jews.-  These  things  arc  not 

I  mentioned  from  ostentatious  motives,  but 
that  tlie  diacoiiraging  suggestions  of  dif- 

II  ftdence  may  be  repriissed.  The  directors 

I  do  not  themselves  rely,  nor  do  they  in¬ 
vite  their  brethren  to  depend  for  success, 
on  the  natural  efficacy  of  the  means  they 
employ.  That  faith  and  hope  which  en¬ 
courage  them  to  expect,  in  any  degree, 
the  accomplisiiment  of  their  desires,  rest 
upon  the  promises  of  Him,  with  whom  is 
the  residue  of  the  Spirit,  by  whose  power 
they  are  to  be  fulfilled.  Will  he  not  then 
give  his  Holy  Spirit,  for  this  purpose,  to 
those  that  ask  him?  For  this  blessing, 
Christian  brethren,  let  our  ardent  suppli¬ 
cations  unceasingly  ascend  to  the  throne 
of  grace.  Let  it  become,  universally,  our 
heart’s  desire  and  prayer  to  God,  for  Is¬ 
rael,  that  they  may  be  saved.  Uniting 
thus,  our  prayers  with  our  labours,  we 
may  confidently  leave  the  result  in  the 
hands  of  the  glorified  Kin^  of  Saints. 
He  reigns,  far  above  all  principalities  and 


**  SINCE  my  last,  our  situation  here 
has  become  more  precarious  than  ever; 
and  indeed  we  have  been  in  such  per¬ 
plexity  and  distress,  that  we  have  never 
before  experienced  any  thing  like  it. 

**  In  Febniary  last,  all  the  Indians  ia 
this  district  were  summoned  by  their 
teachers,  or  lying  prophets,  to  assemble 
on  the  Woapikamikunk,  to  hear  the  foed- 
ish  stories,  fabricated  by  these  emissaries 
of  Satan,  of  pretended  visions  and  revela¬ 
tions  received  from  God.  Among  these 
teachers  was  a  Shawano,  an  arch-impos.- 
tor.  He  was  considered  as  the  principal 
among  them,  as  he  gave  out  that  be  wa& 
able  to  discover  liidden  mysteries.  The 
Delaw-are  tribe  received  him  with  great  illi 
cordiality;  and  resolved  to  hold  a  grand 
council,  to  root  out  all  witchcraft  and 
poison-mixing  (which,  according  to  their 
superstitious  notions,  existed  among 
them)  and  by  fire  to  extort  confessioit 
from  all  such  as  he  should  accuse ;  and 
whoever  would  not  confess,  should  be 
hewn  in  pieces  and  burnt  With  a  view 
to  execute  their  horrid  purpose,  the  young 
Indians  got  togetlier,  chose  the  moat  fe¬ 
rocious  to  be  dieir  leaders,  deposed  all 
the  old  chiefs,  and  guarded  the  whole 
Indian  assembly,  as  if  they  were  prison*, 
ers  of  war.  The  venerable  old  chief 
Tettepachsit  was  tl>e  first  whom  they  ac¬ 
cused  of  possessing  poison,  and  of  having 
destroyed  many  Indians  by  his  art.  When 
the  poor  old  man  would  not  confess,  they 
fastened  him  with  cords  to  two  post^ 
and  began  to  roast  him  at  a  slow  fire. 
During  the  torture,  he  said  that  he  kept 
poison  in  the  house  of  our  Indian  brother 
Joshua.  Nothing  was  more  welcome  to 
the  Indians  than  this  accusation;  for  they 
wished  to  deprive  us  of  the  assistance  of 
this  man,  who  is  the  only  Christian  Indian 
residing  with  us.  They  had  frequently 
sent  him  invitations  to  attend  their  Hea¬ 
thenish  festivities ;  but  he  would  never 


240 


accep^t  them.  His  answer  was,  “You 
know  that  I  nm  a  believer  ;of  the  true 
God :  I  therefore  can  have  no  feDowship 
with  you  in  your  wicked  wx)rks.  Do  you 
as  you  please,  but  leave  me  to  serve  the 
living  Gk)d!’*  This  answer  displeased  them 
much ;  and  on  March  13th,  they  sent  se¬ 
ven  wild  Indians,  with  painted  faces,  to 
our  settlement,  and  took  Joshua  away  by 
main  'force.  They  pretended  that  he 
only  need  tell  Tettepachsit  to  his  face 
that  he  had  no  poison  in  his  house,  and 
might  then  return  home.  Joshua  was 
compelled  to  accompany  them  to  the  as¬ 
sembly. 

“  On  the  15th,  the  following  account 
was  brought :  That  when  Joshua  w  as 
presented  to  the  old  chief,  old  I'ettepa^ 
ehsit  frankly  confessed,  that  he  had  ac¬ 
cused  him  merely  to  pacify  the  enraged 
multitude,  and  to  escape  from  the  torture; 
for  that  Joshua .  well  knew  that  he  pos¬ 
sessed  no  poison,  and  much  less  had  hid 
it  in  Joshua’s  house.  Joshua  was  now 
pronounced  not  guilty;  yet  they  would 
not  permit  him  to  return;  but  insisted  on 
his  remaining  with  them  till  the  Shawano 
should  arrive.  This  son  of  Belial  arrived 
on  the.  same  day;  and  all  the  Indians 
were  ordered  to  down  in  a  large  cir¬ 
cle,  wlien  he  would  declare  who  had  poi¬ 
son  in  his  possession.  The  two  old  chiefs 
were  both  accused  of  poison-mixing,  and 
with  the  untimely  death  of  many  Indians. 
When  the  Shawano  was  asked  about 
Joshua,  he  indeed  declared  that  he  had 
no  poison ;  but  tliat  he  was  possessed  of 
an  evil  spirit,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
destroy  other  Indians.  This  verdict  was 
what  they  wished  for;  they  now  seized 
all  these  poor  innocent  people,  and  watch¬ 
ed  them  strictly,  as  if  condemned  cri* 
minals. 

“We  knew  nothing  of  these  horrible 
events  until  the  evening  of  the  16th; 
when  a  message  was  brought,  that  tlie 
savages  had  burnt  an  old  woman  alive, 
called  Catitas,  who  was  baptized  by  the ' 
brethren  in  former  times;  and  also  that 
our  poor  JoshiJia  was  kept  a  close  prison¬ 
er.  Words  are  nj||able  to  express  our 
horror  and  grief  AHtearing  this  account! 

.  “  On  the  17th,  our  distress  and  fear 
concerning  the  fate  of  our  poor  Joshua 
rose  still  higher.  Wc  were  stunned  with 
horror,  when  on  that  day  we  saw  ten  of, 
the  most  savage  Indians,  with  faces 
painted  black,  arrive  in  our  settlement, 
conducting  poor  old  Tettepachsit.  Soon 
afler,  these  murderous  wretches  kindled 
a  Urge  fire  close  to  our  place;  and  having 
given  the  aged  chief  a  blow  on  the  head 


with  a  war-hatchet,  they  threw  him  alive 
into  the  flames,  and  diverted  themselves 
with  the  miserable  cries  and  convulsions 
of  the  poor  dying  man. 

**  Afier  this  horrid  murder,  the  savages 
came  boldly  into  our  house,  boasted  of 
their  atrocious  deed,  and  demanded 
bread  and  tobacco;  which  we  were 
obliged  to  give  them.  We  took  courage 
to  ask  them,  what  would  be  the  fate  of 
Joshua?  'They  immediately  begun  to  ac¬ 
cuse  him,  saying.  That  there  was  good 
reason  for  detaining  him  a  prisoner^  ibr 
they  well  knew  that  be  understood  the 
black  art,  and  could  destroy  the  Indians. 
We  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of  the 
unthith  of  these  assertions;  but  all  in 
vain.  Our  defence  of  him  displeased 
them;  and  they  left  our  place  in  a  riotous 
manner. 

“  As  soon  as  we  were  alone,  wc  aU 
burst  into  loud  weeping;  and,  falling  on 
our  knees  before  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
we  cried  for  help  and  strength,  and  for 
resignation  to  his  divine  will.  We  com¬ 
mended  ourselves  and  our  poor  Joshua  to 
his  protection,  and-  our  souls  into  bis 
hands,  that  if  he  thought  fit  to  permit  our 
brother  and  ourselves  to  become  a  prey 
to  the  fury  of  the  savages.  He  would  sup¬ 
port  us  by  his  almighty  grace,  that  we 
might  praise  him,  and  remain  faithful  to 
him,  even  in  torments  and  death. 

“  Now,  though  we  had  been  informed 
that  the  savages  suspected  us,  and  all 
teachers  of  the  believing  Indians;  yet  we 
felt  constrained  to  go  to  their  assembly, 
and  try  w’hat  we  could  yet  do  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  Joshua,  or  at  least  gpve  him 
comfort  and  advice,  should  we  even  suf¬ 
fer  for  it.  But  as  my  wife  and  children 
could  not  be  left  alonedn  so  dreadful  a 
situation,  brother  Luckenbach  took  cou¬ 
rage  to  go  alone. 

“  On  the  18th,  early,  he  left  us  on 
horseback;  but  had  hardly  proceeded 
half  way,  before  he  met  an  Indian,  who 
informed  him  that  Joshua  had  become  a 
victim  to  their  cruelty  the  foregoing  day. 
They  gave  him  two  cuts  on  his  head 
with  a  hatchet,  and  then  threw  him  into 
the  fife. 

'  **  With  these  dreadful  tidings  brother 
Luckenbach  returned  to  us  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  This  was  the  heaviest  stroke  we 
had  yet  met  with.  Dread  and  terror  tcxik 
from  us  all  power  of  speech  and  reflec¬ 
tion;  and  we  could  do  nothing  but  uttet 
cries  of  lamentation  and  woe. 

CTkke  continued.  J 
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accept  them.  His  answer  was,  **  You 
know  that  I  am  a  believer  of  the  true 
God :  I  therefore  can  have  no  fellowship 
with  yoti  in  your  wicked  works.  Do  you 
as  you  please,  but  leave  me  to  serve  the 
livinj^God!”  This  answer  displeased  them 
much ;  and  on  March  13th,  they  sent  se¬ 
ven  w  ild  Indians,  with  painted  faces,  to 
our  settlement,  and  took  Joshua  away  by 
main  force.  They  pretended  that  he 
only  need  tell  Tettepachsit  to  his  face 
that  he  had  no  poison  in  his  house,  and 
mipht  then  return  home.  Joshua  was 
compelleil  to  accompany  them  to  the  as¬ 
sembly. 

“  On  the  IStli,  the  following*  account 
was  brouj^ht :  That  when  Joshua  w  as 
presented  to  the  old  chief,  old  Tettepa- 
ehsit  frankly  confessed,  tliat  he  had  ac¬ 
cused  him  merely  to  pacify  the  enrag-ed 
multitude,  and  to  escape  from  the  torture; 
for  that  Joshua  well  knew  that  he  pos¬ 
sessed  no  poison,  and  much  less  had  hid 
it  in  Joshua’s  house.  Joshua  was  now 
pronounced  not  j^uilty;  yet  they  would 
not  permit  him  to  return;  but  insisted  on 
his  remaining*  with  them  till  the  Shawano 
should  arrive.  This  son  of  Belial  ari'ived 
on  the  same  day;  and  all  the  Indians 
were  ordered  to  sit  down  in  a  large  cir¬ 
cle,  when  he  would  declare  who  had  poi¬ 
son  in  his  possession.  The  two  old  chiefs 
were  both  accused  of  poison-mixing,  and 
with  the  untimely  death  of  many  Indians. 
When  the  Sliawano  was  asked  about 
Joshua,  he  indeed  declared  that  he  had 
no  poison ;  but  that  he  was  possessed  of 
an  evil  spirit,  by  w  hich  he  was  enabled  to 
<lestroy  other  Indians.  This  verdict  was 
what  they  wished  for;  they  now'  seized 
all  these  poor  innocent  people,  and  watch- 
ed  them  strictly,  as  if  condemned  cri¬ 
minals. 

“We  knew  nothing  of  these  horrible 
e^'ents  until  the  evening  of  the  16th; 
when  a  message  was  brought,  that  the 
savages  had  burnt  an  old  woman  alive, 
called  Caritas,  who  was  baptized  by  the 
brethren  in  former  times;  and  also  that 
our  poor  Josliua  w  as  kept  a  close  prison¬ 
er.  Words  are  not  able  to  ex])ress  our 
horror  and  grief  on  hearing  this  account! 

“  On  the  17th,  our  distress  and  fear 
concerning  the  fate  of  our  poor  Joshua 
rose  still  higher.  We  were  stunned  with 
horror,  when  on  that  day  we  saw  ten  of 
the  most  savage  Indians,  with  faces 
painted  black,  arrive  in  our  settlement, 
conducting  poor  old  Tettepachsit.  Soon 
after,  these  murderous  w  retches  kindled 
a  large  fire  close  to  our  place;  and  having 
given  the  aged  chief  a  blow  on  the  head 


with  a  war-hatchet,  they  threw  him  alive 
into  the  flames,  and  diverted  themselves 
with  the  miserable  cries  and  convulsions 
of  the  poor  d3dng  man. 

After  this  horrid  murder,  the  savages 
came  boldly  into  our  house,  boasted  of 
their  atrocious  deed,  and  demanded 
bread  and  tobacco;  which  we  were 
obliged  to  give  them.  We  took  courage 
to  ask  them,  what  would  be  the  fate  of 
Joshua?  They  immediately  began  to  ac¬ 
cuse  him,  saying.  That  there  was  good 
reason  for  detaining  him  a  prisoner,  for 
they  well  knew  that  he  understood  the 
black  art,  and  could  destroy  the  Indians, 
We  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of  the 
untruth  of  these  assertions;  but  all  in 
vain.  Our  defence  of  him  displeased 
them;  and  they  left  our  place  in  a  riotous 
manner. 

“  As  soon  as  we  were  alone,  we  all 
burst  into  loud  weeping;  and,  falling  on 
our  knees  before  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
we  cried  for  help  and  strength,  and  for 
resignation  to  his  divine  will.  We  com¬ 
mended  ourselves  and  our  poor  Joshua  to 
his  protection,  and  our  souls  into  his 
hands,  that  if  he  thought  fit  to  permit  our 
brother  and  ourselves  to  become  a  prey 
to  the  fury  of  the  savages,  He  would  sup¬ 
port  us  by  his  almighty  grace,  that  we 
might  praise  him,  and  remain  faithful  to 
him,  even  in  torments  and  death. 

“  Now,  though  we  had  been  informed 
that  the  savages  suspected  us,  and  all 
teachers  of  the  believing  Indians;  yet  we 
felt  constrained  to  go  to  their  assemhfy, 
and  try  what  we  could  yet  do  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  Joshua,  or  at  least  give  him 
comfort  and  advice,  should  we  even  suf¬ 
fer  for  it.  But  as  my  wife  and  children 
could  not  be  left  alone  in  so  dreadful  a 
situation,  brother  Luckenhach  took  cou¬ 
rage  to  go  alone. 

“  On  tlie  18th,  earfy,  he  left  us  on 
horseback;  but  had  hardly  proceeded 
half  way,  before  he  met  an  Indian,  who 
informed  him  that  Joshua  had  become  a 
victim  to  their  cruelty  the  foregoing  day. 
They  gave  him  two  cuts  on  his  head 
with  a  hatchet,  and  then  threw  him  into 
the  fire. 

“  With  these  dreadful  tidings  brother 
Luckenhach  returned  to  us  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  This  was  the  heaviest  stroke  we 
had  yet  met  with.  Dread  and  terror  took 
from  us  all  power  of  speech  and  refiec- 
tion;  and  we  could  do  nothing  but  utter 
cries  of  lamentation  and  woe. 

CTo  be  continued. ) 


